05/ 10/ 2001

No roomfor fraction

THE brouhaha over the renoval of vice-president Datuk Chua Jui Meng as the
Kedah MCA chairman has left the public with the unfortunate perception
that although MCA's outer shell of unity is intact, it seens to be noth-
eaten frominside. Time and time again, the mask of unity slips to revea
the ugly visage of adversary between the president's nen and deputy-and-

Vi ce- presi dent's men.

Call it areshuffle as do party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik's
apol ogi sts, or a witch-hunt, as do Chua's apol ogi sts, the fact remains
that the i ssue aggravates the inpasse between Ling and his deputy, Datuk
Li m Ah Lek al though both have pl edged that they will work together for the
sake of party unity.

Ling is inpugned as a nan intent on frontally chall enging and renovi ng
t hose who supposedly hobbled himfromw thin, diluting his infuence for
the party el ections next year. And Chua is accused of trying to
politically assassinate Ling. But stripped of all contextual hues, Chua's
renoval is an internal matter that is devoid of further potential for
political nobilisation and manouevre. The point is sinple: It is the
prerogative, albeit responsibly exercised, of the president to make or un-
do appointnments of state chieftains. Tine will judge the sincerity of his
decision. But as Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said it was
hi s understandi ng that Chua was appoi nted the Kedah chi ef because there
were problens within the MCAin the State. However, the problens have
si nce been resol ved and thus, Chua could be replaced by a | ocal nan

Both Ling and Chua are politicians of high national stature. They know
the inportance of closing ranks and engaging in a constructive process of
di al ogue. But if the schismin MCA deepens, it is likely to inpinge on the
party's inner mechani sns and, being the second | argest conponent of BN
this will risk the unravelling of the ruling coalition in the 2004 genera
el ecti on.
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