06/ 03/ 2001

No to street denps

STREET denonstrati ons should not be allowed to becone part of our culture.
And those who seek to use these as a neans to overthrow the Gover nnent
must be ostraci sed and roundly condemed. In a denocracy, the people are
free to el ect a government of their choice, quietly and peacefully at the
bal | ot box. Violence will only beget viol ence.

If the advocates of street rallies do not agree with the policies and
| eaders of the Governnment of the day they are entitled to their views. And
if they think they can do a better job running the country, then they
shoul d wait for the next general election and nmake a bid for the people's
nmandat e.

But they nust absolutely abide by the | aw and the Constitution. They
shoul d not insult the public's intelligence by their arrogance and
behaving as if the el ected representatives who formthe Governnment will
have to give in to themor face the threat of denonstrati ons and ot her
forns of illegal action.

Those who are trying to use street action as a neans of bringing about
change shoul d be reninded that unli ke many new y i ndependent countries
whi ch cast away their denocractic institutions after independence,

Mal aysi ans of all races and ethnic groups have co-operated to rmake
denocracy wor k.

Every peace | oving and patriotic Ml aysi an should be proud of our
denocratic heritage which has enabl ed the country to make remarkabl e
econom ¢ progress. However, the country's political stability founded on
denocracy and its hard-earned econoni c and soci al achievenments will be
thrown into jeopardy if large-scale illegal denonstrations which can turn
vi ol ent and destabilise the country are allowed to continue unchecked.

The peopl e should realise that any attenpt to ape the street protests in
other countries will only lead to a breakdown in | aw and order. The
consequences of illegal denpbnstrations getting out of hand and damagi ng
the country's investnment climate and thus its economnic prospects are too
grave for us to tolerate unruly street action intended to intinidate the
public and dictate the course of Malaysia's political future. The people
shoul d al so be wary of the possibility of foreign involvenent in this
attenpt to create confusion and chaos. Those who do not |ike Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad' s courage in standing up to the
Western powers may be subtly manipul ating street protests to serve their
own agenda

The authorities should not hesitate to send a stern nessage to those who
are bent on undermning the stability of our nmulti-racial, nulti-cultural
and nulti-religious society. Once this stability is fractured it will be
difficult to put it back again. The enptionally-charged acti ons of power
hungry and anbitious individuals in other countries have in sone instances
pl unged t heir once peaceful countries into endless strife which cause
untol d suffering to i nnocent people.

As guardi ans of the people's peace and security, the police will have no
choice but to take firmand resolute actions to enforce | aw and order if
organi sers continue to hold illegal rallies and denpnstrations which could
becone violent. W strongly urge those who | ove this country to ponder the
adverse effects of street denonstrations and illegal rallies. They should
not be misled by people with narrow vested interests. They shoul d i nstead
think of the country's long-termsurvival and wel fare which transcend



i deol ogy, party or institution.
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