14 JAN 2001
Mahat hi r - Syed Razak
NO TRUTH ABOUT TALK ON SYED RAZAK' S PCSI TI ON, SAYS PM

ALOR SETAR, Jan 14 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad today
di sm ssed specul ati on that Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain woul d be
repl aced as the Kedah Menteri Besar.

"No truth at all about it," he said when asked to conmment on
specul ati on on Syed Razak's position as the Menteri Besar

Asked whet her he was satisfied with Syed Razak's perfornmance since
assum ng the post in Decenber 1999, the prine mnister said: "I'm not
di ssatisfied. He has done quite a good job."

Dr Mahathir was speaking to reporters at the Sultan Abdul Halim Airport
i n Kepal a Batas here before returning to Kuala Lunpur.

He was for an investiture cerenony in conjunction with the Sultan of
Kedah's 73rd birthday at |stana Anak Bukit where birthday greetings were
extended to his Hi ghness.

There have been persistent rumours that Syed Razak woul d be repl aced
and that he might be involved in a Cabinet reshuffle soon

Syed Razak has denied that he was going to resign his post.

The tal k started when a Chi nese newspaper reported that he would be
rel i nqui shing his post soon

The specul ati on surfaced agai n when a newspaper reported that Syed
Razak was summoned to neet the prinme mnister in Putrajaya two days ago

Syed Razak yesterday clarified that he was in Putrajaya to neet Fi nance
M ni ster Tun Dai m Zai nuddi n, and not the prinme mnister

Syed Razak, when asked on Dr Mahathir's statenent, said he would Iike
to thank the prine mnister for clearing the air.

"Al'l this while | have not been too affected by the specul ati on. Am dst
the speculation I continued with my duties as normal and concentrated on
bringi ng devel opment to the state,” he said.

Meanwhi |l e, Dr Mahat hir said di scussions on the holding of Malay unity
tal ks between Umo and PAS were at the technical stage.

The di scussi ons involving Umo secretary-general Tan Sri Khalil Yaakob
and his PAS counterpart Nasharudin Mat |sa touched on the |ogistics and
format for the proposed tal ks, he said.

I n Pendang, PAS president Datuk Fadzil Noor said PAS had severa
proposals to be forwarded to Umo at the neeting.

"However, we will not agree to any Umo request which goes against the
PAS struggle,” he told reporters after speaking at a ceramah in Gajah Putih
| ast ni ght.

He said in principle PAS felt that such tal ks shoul d enconpass the
i ssue of national unity.

In Kangar, Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassimsaid efforts
to unite the Malays should not be viewed lightly as Malay unity woul d have
a bearing on national unity.

The strength of the country would depend on the strength of the Ml ays
too, he said at a Hari Raya gathering for the Tanbun Tual ang and Pauh state
consti tuenci es today.
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