15/ 01/ 2001

No truth to runours Kedah MB will be replaced, says PM

ALOR STAR, Sun. - There is absolutely no truth in specul ation and runours
that Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Syed Razak Syed Zain plans to resign or
woul d be replaced, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhamad sai d.

"There's nothing. | don't know why there are such specul ati ons.
haven't heard anything ... where did you all hear all this?" he
questi oned.

VWhen asked if he was satisfied with Syed Razak's performance as Menteri
Besar, Dr Mahathir said:

"Well, I"mnot dissatisfied. | think he's done quite a good job ... it's
all right. There's no truth at all (about himbeing replaced or
resigning)."

Dr Mahathir was asked to coment on speculations in the state and in
sone newspapers that Syed Razak woul d be repl aced

He was speaking to reporters at the Sultan Abdul HalimAirport in Kepala
Bat as, near here, before |eaving for Kuala Lunpur after attending the
i nvestiture cerenony at Istana Anak Bukit in conjunction with the Sultan
of Kedah's 73rd birthday.

Runours have been rife that Syed Razak woul d be repl aced fol |l ow ng
Bari san Nasional's defeat to Parti Keadilan Nasional in the Lunas by-
el ection on Nov 29 | ast year.

Syed Razak, who is Kubang Rotan Assenbl yman, was appoi nted the sixth
Kedah Menteri Besar in Decenber 1999, replacing Tan Sri Sanusi Juni d.

Speaking to reporters later, Syed Razak said he wished to thank the
Prime Mnister for clarifying his position.

Asked how he felt now that the issue could be laid to rest, he said:

"I don't feel anything ... I'Il carry on with the job at hand."

On why such specul ation started, he said he hinmself was uncertain

Syed Razak said while developnent in the State would be his priority, he
woul d al so spend nore tinme in strengthening Umo this year.

Among the steps to be taken include visits to all the 15 Umo divi sions
in the State.

( END)
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