03/ 09/ 2001
Nod for educati on associ ation

Saj ahan Waheed; Deborah Loh

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - The inaugural Ml ay Educati on Congress today
unani nously passed a resolution to forman association to i nprove the
performance of Malays in the education sector.

It al so approved two other resolutions to forma Ml ay Research,
Educati on and Devel opment Institute and a Mal ay Educati on and Devel opnent
Fund.

Speaking at the end of the two-day neeting, organising chairmn Tengku
Razal ei gh Hanzah said the association would be forned after approval was
obtai ned fromthe Registrar of Societies.

"Qur approach is different fromother congresses as we will not send our
resolutions to any party, except the association that will be fornmed," he
added.

He said the organising commttee nenbers woul d consider all the
resolutions and the action to be taken.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad opened t he congress at the
Putra Wrl d Trade Centre yesterday.

It was attended by 1,000 acadeni ci ans, educationi sts, governnent
of ficials and students.

The congress was organi sed by the Wst Ml aysia Mal ay Teachers
Associ ati on and Kunpul an Mel ayu Prihatin (Concerned Mal ay G oup).

Si x decl arations were al so passed, including one which called for
changes in governnent policies on Malay rights not to be inconsistent with
the social contract reflected in the Federal Constitution.

Earlier, congress treasurer Datuk Suhaim Kamaruddin, while proposing
the resolution to register the association, said the neritocracy system
proposed for the intake of Malay students in | ocal universities is
contrary to Article 153 of the Constitution.

He said the Constitution clearly nmentioned the quota systemfor the
i ntake of Bumi putera and non-Bum putera students.

Asked about this, Tengku Razal eigh said it was Suhainmi's personal view,
addi ng that what was nore inportant was the resolution to formthe
associ ati on.

He said the neritocracy issue did not contradict the Constitution as the
quot a systemwas mai nt ai ned

"VWhat they are doing is just to raise the minimumentry qualification
for Malay studentsfor certain courses in universities."

Deputy Education M nister Datuk Aziz Shanmsuddin said sone quarters did
not understand the rationale of the nove to i npl enent the neritocracy
system

"The Prinme Mnister, in announcing the proposed neritocracy system
asked parents to inprove their children's education. There was no nention
of the quota systemas we will continue to give opportunities to those who
deserve it."
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