07 MAY 2001
Suhakam Uni versity
NON BUM STUDENTS SHOULD BE G VEN UNFI LLED UNI VERSI TY SEATS

KUALA LUMPUR, May 7 (Bernama) -- A nmenber of the Mal aysi an Human Ri ghts
Conmmi ssion (Suhakam) is optimstic the government will offer inmediately
unfilled university seats, reserved for Bum puteras, to non-Bumi putera top
scorers.

Dat uk Lee Lam Thye reasoned that it would be a loss to the nation if
universities in other countries offered places to these bright
non- Bum put era students.

"At a time when our nation requires talents to accelerate the new era
of information and comunication technol ogy and was wor ki ng towards a
full y-devel oped status, we cannot afford a brain drain,” he said in a
st at enent .

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said yesterday the
government may wai ve the quota reserved for Bum putera students in
institutions of higher learning to make way for intelligient non-Bum putera
st udents.

There are about 7,168 unfilled seats under the Bum putera quota while
there are about 500 non-Bum putera students who scored excellent results
but could not secure a place in |local universities.

Lee |l auded the Prine Mnister's statenment, saying both bum puteras and
non- bum put eras must not be denied places in universities and institutions
of hi gher I earning.

Meanwhi |l e, Parti Rakyat Malaysia said in a separate statenent that a
revi ew nust be undertaken to anmend the Federal Constitution as it was not
cl ear on what shoul d be done in instances when the Bum putera quota cannot
be filled if there was no takers.

Its President Dr Syed Husin Ali said the constitution only nmade
reference to a situation where the nunber of applicants exceeded the seats
avai | abl e but the situation was the reverse today.

"The Federal Constitution does not give a clear guideline to overcone
this situation. An amendnent to the quota system nust be nmade gradual ly
accordi ng to changi ng needs," he added.
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