25/ 11/ 2001

"Freedomof religion will not be curtailed

KOTA KI NABALU, Sat. - Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnad
Badawi has reiterated that Ml aysia's status as an Islamc country did not
mean that freedomof religion will be curtail ed.

Stressing that the Governnent valued the prevailing peace and harnony,
he assured that the people would not be restricted frompractising their
respective religions or beliefs.

"There is no need for the people to fear the status of Ml aysia as an
I slam ¢ country," he sai d when opening the Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP)
12t h annual congress at the Magell an Sutera Hotel here.

He said that Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad' s stat enent
that Mal aysia was an Islam c country would not involve changes to the | aw
or amendi ng the Constitution.

He said the Prime Mnister was nerely enphasi sing that Ml aysi a
was already an Islanmic country.

"W are aware of the concern raised by certain quarters, including BN
conmponent nenbers, on the matter," he said whil e expressing the hope that
his statenent would once and for all erase any doubts on the issue

The Governnent wants to see that the people continue to enjoy the fruits
of devel opnent nade possi bl e because of the existing peace and harnony.

He noted the strong conmtnent of the BN conponent parties in Sabah to
pronote racial tol erance

Abdul | ah al so call ed on the people, especially those in the rural areas,
to support devel opnment programes i npl enented by the Governnent.

He said the Eighth Ml aysia Plan gave special enphasis to rura
devel opnment to ensure an equitable distribution of progress in urban and
rural areas.
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