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Not hing nore vital than election win in 2004, says new Youth chi ef

BEI NG popul ar is uninportant to Janilluddin Jonit.

For the new y-appoi nted Mal acca Umo Yout h chief, personal gain is
secondary. Wat takes precedence is the victory of Umo and the Barisan
Nasi onal in 2004.

He is, therefore, unaffected if people do not know who he is. Wat
matters to himis that he is able to carry out his responsibilities.

Jam | luddin, 40, feels that it is better to judge a person by his work
rather than his position.

"I don't mindif no one knows who | am As long as | have carried out ny
responsibilities, | amhappy. Even if no one renenbers what | have done,
let it be," he said recently.

Born in Kampung Pul au, Mal acca, on July 15, 1961, his views were
i nfluenced by his long involvenent in politics, fromthe tinme he was
appoi nted the Kanmpung Pul au Umo Youth secretary in the early 80s.

He rapidly noved up the ranks until he was elected the Al or Gajah Youth
chief in 1995, a post which he still holds.

This father of four is also a nmenber of the Umo Youth executive counci
and deputy chai rman of Umo's Trai ni ng Bureau.

He may be considered as the senior nost Umo division Youth chief in
Mal acca, but Jami | luddin believes that his task as the Youth chief is
"very chal l enging and very difficult".

Li ke al nost everyone el se, he believes that the 1999 general el ection
was a wake-up call.

For Umo Youth, it had opened their eyes to all the m stakes they had
had nmade over the years.

"Al'l these years, we have been taking Umo's strength and wi de
accept ance anong the Mal ays for granted.

"But what happened in 1999 proved ot herw se. "

The general election provided nany | essons for Umo Youth, the biggest
of which was that the novenent had been negl ecting the younger generation
particularly students, for far too | ong.

For a start, a restructuring exerci se has been carried out.

Rakan Remaj a Umo has been set up in all divisions to enable Umo Youth
to get closer with those between 13 and 16 years ol d.

Jam |l uddi n said Umo Youth hoped that by exposing themto Umo's
struggle, they would apply to becone a full-tinme menber once they turned
17.

"Anot her chal | enge that we have to undertake is to get closer to
students and expl ain what Umo is and what Umo neans to the Mal ays and
t he country.

"These tasks are not easy but | believe that if we do it continuously
with commitnment, sooner or later we will see the results.”

For Jami |l uddi n, the understanding of Umo's concept and struggle from
the day of its formation is vital to ensure its continued survival

And to achieve this, Umo Youth has been carrying out regular training
exercises for nmenbers at its training centre in Pulau Besar.

To date, Jam |l uddin said, 10 courses have been conducted and he
expect ed about 500, 000 nenbers to have undergone the courses by 2004.

"The younger generation nust realise that what we have today is due to
Umo's struggle. Umo has never committed a sin against the Malays. In
fact, Umo has contributed a ot to the Malays."



He urges his colleagues to enmulate party president Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and State Umo |iaison chief Datuk Wra Mhd Ai Rustam

"If our president (Dr Mahathir) can continue to be high-spirited despite
bei ng condemed and ri dicul ed by the opposition, | do not see why we, as
t he younger ones, cannot be like that."

For Jami |l uddin, 1999 was a warning fromAl |l ah for Umo to change.

"If we heed this warning, | amsure we will survive."

( END)
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