15/10/ 2001

Not hi ng but chi canery

EVI DENTLY, sone quarters in the country would |ike the Bush-adm nistration
to script a Ml aysi a-phobic policy. Plainly enraged by the fact that

Presi dent George W Bush woul d not permt the previous admnistration's
taste for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi magainst Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanad to stand in the way of an enhanced US- Mal aysi a

relati onship, they are hell-bent on twisting, factually and contextually,
Dr Mahathir's statenments and Mal aysia's stance on gl obal issues.

There is the foul snell of sameness to the |atest round of allegations -
the sane dramatic flourish on “dictatorial' regines which the US nust hel p
dismantl e by not softening its endorsenent of the struggle for denocracy;
the sane eerie divorce fromreality in the accusations that "autocrats'
use their participation in the global war against terrorismto terrorise
their critics and dissenters and that the nedia is used to whip up anti-
Anerican sentinment; and the same sense of m splaced victimhood.

We've heard it all before. Al these allegations have little to do with
any genui ne concern for anti-terror or the denonisation of |Islambut nore
to do with narrow self-interests. Wen Malaysia is doing its best to
convince the world that there is no definitive end to the Kal ashni kov
culture (we are averse to the termjihad culture for it, in the context of
the Sept 11 tragedy, is a msnoner) without a resolution of the conditions
that breed desperate and viol ent response, we have ni screants who are
bankrupt of ideas and thrive on distortion of facts.

Ah, yes, where would the Iikes of V.S. Naipaul be if they had no dark
nations to agitate their sensibilities? Wiat would their politica
rel evance be if they do not satisfy the basic urge of erstwhile
m ssionaries to preach the nmessage of noral superiority to those of | ow
GNP? No doubt, the nation's detractors have perfected the Great Dope Trick
- the ability to vilify our achievenents, to crucify Dr Mahathir and the
peopl e’ s choice of Governnent, and to score political points fromtheir
deranged rational e.

By all means, let there be criticism But there should not be basel ess
and vile allegations. Better sense will prevail if the critics get rea
and stop del udi ng t hensel ves.

( END)
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