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Now we know why PMis |onely

| F you have not owned a house, you will wait in great anticipation and
even excitenent when your new house is being constructed. However, the joy
of nmoving into your dream house can quickly turn into frustration if you
find that you now have to wait |onger than necessary for the all-inportant
Certificate of Fitness to be issued before you can finally shift in. Those
who have undergone such an experience will certainly synpathise with the
predi cament of the new house owners who have to endure del ays in the issue
of CFs in, of all places, the new admi nistrative centre of Putrajaya

The del ays have even pronpted Prine M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad to call on the relevant authorities to expedite the issuance of
the CFs so that nore civil servants can nobve into their hones. The
devel opnent of Putrajaya is a key conponent in the country's goal to
becone a devel oped nation. It is inconceivable that accelerating the pace
of civil servants residing in Putrajaya and thus generating nore
commercial activity and other econom c spin-offs there, should be held up
because of sonething as nmundane as having no CFs. If a house is already
conpl eted, a CF should normally be issued within two weeks. The CF is
i ssued after all technical matters are endorsed by seven departnents,

i ncl udi ng agenci es as diverse as the Fire and Rescue and the Public Wrks
Department. This being the case, delays can arise if even one or two
departnents have not endorsed the conpl eted houses on matters under their
jurisdiction.

It is surprising, however, why there should be delays in issuing the CFs
in Putrajaya. Wien Putrajaya was declared a Federal Territory on Feb 1
Putraj aya Corp was enpowered to i ssue CFs and approve buil ding pl ans.

Thus, it should function |ike a one-stop agency and there should be no
hassle in comng out with the CFs. Wat else is there? A Supreno in
Putraj aya? We t hought we al ready have one!

What ever the reason for the CF delays, it should be sorted out as soon
as possi bl e because Putrajaya is no ordinary city as it synbolises what is
best and efficient for the country.

Gven its inplications, the CF problemin Putrajaya has rightfully been
thrust into the linmelight. But for years, there had been no | ack of
housebuyers in the country who had to wait for a long tine to shift into
their newl y-built houses because of delays in the issuance of CFs. This is
al so costly in financial terns because the buyer has to start repaying the
bank | oan for a conpl eted house which he cannot stay in. At the sane tine,
he has to bear the financial burden of paying the rental for his existing
house. The financial strain on his fanmily can be avoided if every
departnent concerned strives to make it a point to keep within the two-
week timefrane in issuing the CF. The house buyer should not be kept in
the dark and should be informed as to what is causing the del ay.

It is understandabl e that the departnents concerned want to make all the
necessary checks before a house is declared safe for occupants. But this
shoul d not be nmade into an excuse for unnecessary delays in issuing the
CFs whi ch can cause deep frustration and financial hardship to the house
owner .
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