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NSE a | andmar k undert aki ng

Fauzi ah | smai |
I T HAS been described as a "ready rem nder of Malaysia's drive and
progress towards a devel oped nation status by the year 2020."

The North-South Hi ghway - conprising the North-South Expressway (NSE)
fromBukit Kayu Hi tamto Johor Baru, the New Kl ang Val | ey Expressway from
Bukit Raja to Jalan Duta and t he Federal H ghway Route 2 fromBatu Tiga to
Sungai Rasau - was the single |largest privatization project in the
country.

It was undertaken by Projek Lebuhraya U ara-Sel atan Bhd (PLUS), which
hol ds t he concessi on to operate and naintain the NSE, which stretches a
total of 847.7km

A whol | y-owned subsi di ary of United Engi neers (Ml aysi a) Bhd, PLUS was
i ncorporated on June 27 1986, under the nane "H ghway Concessi onai res Bhd"
It changed to its present name on May 13 1988. It is today recogni sed as a
maj or service provider in the Mal aysian transportation industry.

It was in that same year that UEMwas awar ded t he concession to finance,
desi gn, construct, nanage, operate and nmai ntai n the whol e of the NSE.

The concessi on was subsequently assigned to PLUS under a novation
agreenent si gned between t he Mal aysi an Gover nnent and UEMon Jul y 20 1988.
The NSE starts at Bukit Kayu Hitamin the north and ends in Johor Baru
inthe south, linking all major cities onthe west coast of Peninsul ar

Mal aysi a bet ween Thai |l and and Si ngapor e.

In addition, two other adjoi ni ng expressways conpl ete the total 847. 7km
of inter-urban toll highways referred to collectively as the NSE under
PLUS' concession, nanely the North Kl ang Val | ey Expressway and Feder al
H ghway Route 2.

Constructed i n phases over a period of seven years, the NSE was
of ficially opened on Septenber 8 1994 by Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad, signalling the coning of age of Mal aysia's road
transportati on system

The i nedi at e benefits of the project were nost evident in reductions in
congestion and travel ling tine experi enced by expressway users, especially
during festive seasons when the traditional "balik kanpung" phenomenon
mani fests itself in the formof peak traffic vol unmes as Mal aysi ans return
to their hometowns to cel ebrate the holidays.

O her benefits in the formof econoni c devel opnment were perhaps |ess
apparent in the early years but became nore and nore visible as new
townshi ps and i ndustrial parks began to take shape al ong the | ength of the
expressway and trade and touri smenjoyed a new era of growt h.

Today, the NSE connects to other mmjor expressways such as the North-
Sout h Expressway Central Link and the Ml aysi a- Si ngapore Second Crossi ng,
enhanci ng even further the | evel of accessibility to the West Coast of
Peni nsul ar Mal aysia via major ports of entry into the country.

Ful ly operational in February 1994, the NSE was conpl eted 15 nont hs
ahead of schedul e.

This initself proved to be a noteworthy achi evenent, earning PLUS t he
honour of being awarded the Prime Mnister's Quality Award 1995.

Traversing through terrain ranging fromsoft alluviunms in the padi
fields of the northern state of Kedah tothe rolling hills and nountai ns
bordering the Main Range in the central region of the peninsula, the NSE
formed a | andmar k undert aki ng by | ocal consul tants and contractors alike.

Assi sted by internationally recogni sed foreign counterparts, Ml aysian



consul tants rose to the occasi on, produci ng i nnovative desi gns such as the
concrete viaducts used to carry the expressway over peat swanps inthe
sout hern regi on between Yong Peng and Skudai .

Tol |l collection on the NSE operates on two systens, nanely a cl osed- and
an open-toll system

PLUS has al so i ntroduced two options for electronic paynent of toll in
an effort to increase user conveni ence, facilitate speedier transactions,
i ncrease throughput at toll plazas and reduce manpower costs.

They are the Touch 'n Go and Snart TAG syst ens.
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