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K. P. Varan

DURI NG ny nearly-one-nonth stint in Pakistan, am d the seething tension,
the sad state of refugee centres and the viol ence pervading the country
and its western nei ghbour, there was a brief respite fromthe hard news
when | had the opportunity to neet a | egend.

He has been described as "charismatic and dashing” but as | sat in his
office with an ordinary table with chairs neatly arranged and books
ranging fromreligion, social issues to sports, a new description crept
into ny head - hunble.

I nran Khan, former Pakistani cricket captain and | eader of the Tehrik-e-
| nsaaf, shook nmy hands vigorously and led me to a chair in the corner of
the room

Intan was inspirational as a | eader and showed why he was one of the
finest all-round cricketers in the world when he | ed Pakistan to victory
in the Wrld Cup. In Septenber 1992, shortly before his 40th birthday,
| ntan announced his retirement fromcricket. He went into social work and
put his foot into the political caul dron.

During the interview, Inran spoke candidly on a wi de range of subjects.
He often quoted fromthe Quran and was passi onate about hel pi ng peopl e,
stressing that politics was about serving society and not about filling
one's pockets.

I nran said he had never thought of entering politics during his
cricketing days and had twi ce turned down offers to join the Cabinet.

But his experience of collecting funds, where he had direct interaction
with the poorest enabled himto |l earn of their grievances and inspired him
to do sonmething to help them

Intran said a revolution was needed to save Paki stan. Corrupt regimes had
been running it far too |l ong. Also, he wanted to serve the people who had
gi ven himfanme and respect.

In April 1996, Inran |aunched Tehrik-e-Insaaf and in February 1997
contested the general election.

Al though his party failed to win a seat, Inran feels that four years
| ater Tehrik-e-lInsaaf is ready to win the next general election -
scheduled to be called by President Pervez Misharraf before October next
year.

"There is a need for the Pakistani people to nmake up their own m nds and
vote according to their conscience and this change is slowy but surely
creeping into every nook and corner. The urban voters are al so becom ng
nore aware of the need to have a transparent and honest governnent," he
sai d.

He is an admirer of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, whom he has not net.
But he has read books and docunents on the nmany policies the Prine
M ni ster has inplenented to push Ml aysia forward.

"Two decades ago, Pakistan was way ahead of your country. Today Mal aysi a
has becone one of the nbst progressive Muslimnations in the world and the
credit goes to Dr Mahathir's successful policies and programmes,"” he said.

He was al so full of praise for the Ml aysi an people who set racial and
religious prejudices aside, and said Pakistanis could | earn nuch fromthe
Mal aysi an experi ence.

We di scussed his cricketing prowess including how he is one of only four
cricketers to score 3,000 runs and take 300 wickets in Test cricket. H's
eyes lit up as he reninisced about his playing days.



He admits missing the days at the crease but insists that God has a new
agenda for hi mwhich includes hel pi ng Paki stan and its people to nove
forward.

Inran's conmmitnent to his cause and his people is inline with the
honesty and conviction with which he played cricket and his genuine desire
to serve his people is bound to attract voters as nuch as it did fans.

Having thrilled cricketing fans all over the world with his masterful
strokeplay, lightning fast bow ing and captai ncy, he stands poised to take
on the nore responsible role of bringing his country out of poverty and
sectarian strife in the same way that he wel ded a hugely tal ented but
fractious bunch of players into one of the great teans of the Eighties.
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