02/ 03/ 2001

O fer to share expertise in carrying out devel opnent

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Malaysia is willing to share its experiences with
Col onbi a especially in carrying out soci o-econoni ¢ devel opnent progranmnes
and i npl ementi ng agricul tural schenes.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad conveyed this to visiting
Col onbi an Presi dent Andres Pastrana, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar said today.

Dr Mahathir called on Pastrana at his Shangri-la Hotel suite here today
where the two | eaders net for 45 ninutes.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Syed Hamid said Pastrana told
Dr Mahathir that Col ombia wanted to learn from Mal aysi a's experi ences
particularly in the socio-econonic field.

"They want to get out of the current position of people planting coca.
They want to |l ook at alternative crops, they want to | ook at oil palm
pl antati on and what type of |and schenmes that we have in order to
eradi cate poverty," Syed Hanm d sai d.

He said the Governnment would | ook into assisting Col onbia and the
private sector would be interested in investing in Col onbia.
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