06/ 04/ 2001
Oficials urged to provide correct information on policies

Kamar ul Yunus

I NFORMATI ON M ni stry staff must give correct i nterpretati on of governnent
policies to prevent confusi on anong the people, Prinme M nister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d.

"This role is very inmportant, especially when there are parties
msinterpreting a policy tothe extent that it could create an undesirable
situation in the country,” he said on a visit to Angkasapuri in Kual a
Lunmpur yesterday.

Dr Mahathir cited as exanple the misinterpretati on of the New Econom ¢
Policy (NEP) by certain parties, which gave the inpressionthat it only
benefited a snmall section of the people.

"If we make an interpretation based solely or two and three peopl e who
are seen to have benefited greatly fromthe NEP and ignore all the efforts
made for so many Buni puteras, then the policy appears to be unfair and
needs to be stopped," he said.

He added that if the NEP is stopped, nany Bumi puteras will be deprived
of the education, scholarship, |icence, permt, financial assistance and
1001 ot her opportunities created by the NEP.

He said if a person does not know howto interpret governnent policy, it
may result in a good thing becom ng bad and a bad thing good if viewed
fromall angles.

"The Information M nistry has the responsibility to give a correct
interpretation and picture of what is happening in our country.

"The worl d has acknow edged Mal aysi a as one of the nost progressive
devel opi ng countri es.

"I't's i mpossible that we coul d have built our nation so rapidly if we
had concentrated only on two, three peopl e who received so nany perks for
thermsel ves, " he said.

Dr Mahat hir al so said that he wanted i nformati on and expl anati on gi ven
to the people to be balanced, that is, touching on the success of a policy
as well as the problens faced.

"If we succeed in showi ng the people all aspects of our nation in an
equi tabl e manner, giving attention to the problens as well as successes
and bal ancing the two, the people will get a correct perception of what is
happeni ng i n our country,” he said.

Speaking to reporters later, Dr Mahathir said he had asked the
information of ficers to be nore professi onal when expl ai ni ng gover nient
policies to the people by giving an accurate background to the issue.

"OQtherwi se, there will be wong perception and ultimately the
Governnent's credibility will be affected," he said.

On his neeting with US Anbassador B. Lynn Pascoe on Tuesday, Dr Mahat hir
said he was just explaining the Governnent's stand towards the new US
admi ni stration.

"Ml aysi a | ooks forward to having refreshed ties with the US under the
Bush admi ni stration. This includes m nini sing m sunder st andi ng bet ween
Kual a Lunpur and Washi ngt on.

"We thought that with the new adm ni strati on, perhaps we can invigorate
our ties with the US and | essen ni sunderstanding with the US. "

At the sane tine, Dr Mahathir reiterated that foreigners shoul d not
meddle with the internal affairs of Ml aysia.

"W do not want to see foreigners getting involved in our internal
affairs. W do not intervene in their affairs, so why shoul d t hey get



involve inour affairs,” he said, inreference to the participation of
several foreign diplomats, including fromthe US enbassy, at a gathering
hel d by Keadilan, the opposition party.

On a tense standoff between the US and Chi na over the detention of a US
Navy spy pl ane, Dr Mahathir said he regrets that the incident happened.

“In the first place, there should not be such incidents. No country
woul d li ke to be spied on by others.

"Furthernore, spying on other countries can be done at | ong range, such
as using the satellite. | hope the US and Chi na can solve this problem™
he said.

The Navy spy plane had made an energency | anding on Hainan island in
Chi na and the Chi nese authorities were said to have entered the pl ane,
| ooki ng for secret information.

( END)



	Officials urged to provide correct information on policies (NST 06/04/2001)

