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O C ECONOM ES CONFERENCE TO BE HELD I N LANGKAW | N NOVEMBER

By: Zurai da Abdul Rahman

PENANG, May 17 (Bernama) -- Miuslimentrepreneurs worl dw de should form
smart partnerships in order to face chall enges and grab opportunities
brought by the process of econonic and trade gl obalisation of this
m || enni um

Musl i ms worl dwi de, including the O ganisation of |slamc Conference
(A C) economes, should seriously consider formng such partnerships to
optim se the various opportunities and respond strategically towards
gl obal i sati on threats.

Inline with this, the Islamc Political Economny International Network
Universiti Sains Malaysia (ISNET-USM, w |l organi se a two-day conference
and wor kshop called "O C Econom es Conference Langkawi 2001," in Langkaw .

The conference from Nov 8-12 will be held with the cooperation of
I sl am ¢ Chanber of Conmerce & Industry of O C and Mal ay Chanber of Commerce
Mal aysi a (DPMV) .

Conference Project Director, Dr Ishak Che Long said Prime Mnister
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad will officiate the event.

Speaki ng to Bernana here, he said that the conference will address the
pre-requisites required of such collaborations, exam nes specific business
opportunities enmerging in the dynam c gl obal Islamc nmarket and expl ore an
ef fecti ve mechani sm for networking and |i nkages.

He said that Muslins worl dwi de should optim se the economc
advancenents of the new millennium particularly in information and
conmuni cati ons technol ogy (ICT) such as e-conmerce, e-econony, and
k- econony, financial systens free of the elenents of usury (Riba') and
accel erated industrial devel opnent through small and nmedi umindustry (SM)
and Franchi sing as an "engi ne of growth" for SMEs.

These woul d accel erate the vision of seeing Islamas a Wrld System
based on Hagq (Truth), he added.

Dr Ishak said that an expo is also expected to be held in conjunction
with the conference to showase avail abl e busi ness opportunities in the
Islamic world, research output fromlocal institutes of higher I|earning,
and ot her products or services available to support global business
vent ures.

The expo will be opened to the public and at the same tine, a nunber of
community activities such as Friday khutbah and public tal ks, are being
pl anned.

Sonme 400 participants are expected to attend the conference.

Conference fee is RMB, 800.

The organi sing secretariat can be contacted by mail: | SNET-USM Schoo
of Di stance Education, 11800 USM Penang, phone: 604-8602276, fax:

604- 6576000, e-mail:isnet@sm ny -- BERNAVA
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