20/ 03/ 2001

A d hands likely in Sabah Cabi net

KOTA Kl NABALU, Mon. - Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah president Tan Sri Joseph
Kurup and fornmer Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Abdul CGhapur Salleh nmet with
i n-com ng Chief Mnister Datuk Chong Kah Kiat today am d specul ation that
they woul d be included in the new Cabinet.

O her | eaders who nmet Chong at his office at the Mnistry of Tourism
Devel opnent, Environnent, Science and Technol ogy here were Sabah Ummo
treasurer Datuk Misa Aman and United Pasok Monbgun Kadazandusun- Mur ut
Organi sation secretary-general Datuk Wences Anggang

Kurup, who is a nom nated Assenbl yman, was Deputy Chief Mnister until
the dissoultion of the State Assenbly in March 1999. Although the Barisan
Nasi onal won the el ection, Kurup was not reappoi nted because he lost his
Bi ngkor seat.

Nomi nated in the mddle of |ast year, Kurup is expected to be given a
key Mnisterial post considering his seniority and vast experience.

Ghapur, who i s Kal abakan Assenbl yman, was Deputy Chief M nister between
1995 and 1998. He left the cabi net when Upko president Tan Sri Bernard
Donpok was appointed Chief Mnister in May 1998.

CGhapur is expected to be made Mnister in the Chief Mnister's
Depart ment, taking over from Misa, who is expected to be nmade Fi nance
M ni ster.

Anot her potential candidate for the Finance portfolio is Sabah Umo
deputy liaison chief and forner Chief Mnister Datuk Salleh Tun Said.

Shoul d Sal | eh, who is Usukan Assenbl yman and Kota Bel ud MP, be incl uded
inthe Cabinet, he is likely to be nmade Deputy Chief Mnister representing
the Muslim Bum putera. The post is currently held by Datuk Lajim Ukin

Wences, who had a brief nmeeting with Chong, is likely to remain as Human
Resource and I nformati on Technol ogy M ni ster.

There is al so specul ation that Sabah Progressive Party president Datuk
Yong Teck Lee would be included in Chong' s Cabinet.

Under the present Cabinet, the Sabah Progressive Party has two full
M ni sters in Datuk Tham Nyi p Shen (Deputy Chief M nister/M nister of
I ndustrial Devel opnent, and Datuk Raynmond Tan (M ni ster of Consumner
Affairs and Conmunity Devel opnent).

Shoul d Yong decide to join the Cabinet, either Thamor Tan will have to
make way for him Yong is likely to be nade a Deputy Chief Mnister
representing the Chinese comunity.

There are three Deputy Chief Mnisters in the State Cabinet representing
t he Musl i m Buni putera, Chinese and the non-Misli mBuni putera.

Dat uk WIfred Bunburing, who is Deputy Chief Mnister representing the
non- Musl i m Bumiputera, is likely to remain in the Cabinet.

But sources said the post of Deputy Chief Mnister would be a toss up
bet ween Bumburing, who is currently Mnister of Infrastructure
Devel opnent, and Kurup.

There is al so specul ati on that Chong m ght decide to have only one
Deputy Chief Mnister.

Chong, who currently hol ds the Tourism Devel opnent, Environment, Science
and Technol ogy portfolio, is likely to continue to hold the post besides
bei ng the Chief Mnister.

It is learnt that Chong, who is credited for Sabah's rapid tourism
devel oprment, would like to see continuity to ensure that the foundation
laid for the pronotion of tourismproduces the desired result.



Lajim who is presently Agriculture Devel opnent and Food | ndustry
M ni ster, Datuk Yahya Hussein (Local Governnent and Housi ng) and Dat uk
Rubi n Bal ang (Sports Devel opnent and Culture and Youth) are likely to be
ret ai ned.

Chong had on Saturday said that there will be "interesting and
significant" changes in the Cabi net under him

He said what was nore inportant is the positioning of nenbers of the
Cabi net .

Chong is expected to neet Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad
this week to discuss his Cabinet |ine-up.

The Chief Mnister and nmenbers of the Cabinet are expected to be sworn
in on March 26.
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