03 NOV 2001

OVBAK LAUNCHED I N PERLI'S TO PREVENT VI OLENCE AGAI NST WOVEN

KANGAR, Nov 3 (Bernamm) -- The Wbnen's O gani sation Agai nst Viol ence
(Onbak) was |aunched in Perlis today to tackle the increasing problens of
vi ol ence agai nst wonen.

Perlis Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Shahi dan Kassi m|aunched the
organi sati on under the auspices of the Wnen's Affairs Division (HAWA) of
the Prime Mnister's Departnent.

In his speech, Shahidan said viol ence agai nst wonmen was not only due to
the men's attitude but were sonetines caused by the wonen thensel ves.

VWil e asking the men to be nore tolerant, he also rem nded wonmen to
preserve the nen's dignity, especially that of their husband's.

Meanwhi |l e, Perlis HAWA Consultancy Conmmittee chairman Masti ka Junai dah
Hussin said in conjunction with the | aunching of "Onrbak" at the state
| evel , HAWA woul d enbark on a canpaign to regi ster Orbak volunteers to
assist in carrying out its activities.

Counsel i ng teachers and graduates woul d be anong those chosen to
becone Onbak vol unteers, she said.

Onbak was | aunched at the national |evel by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mhamad in Kuala Lunpur in July.
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