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" Approach has to be hands-on

KUALA LUMPUR, Sun. - Mnisters, Menteris Besar, elected representatives
and governnent servants at all |evels have been directed to adopt a hands-
on approach and go down to the ground to nonitor the progress of projects,
i ncluding rural devel opnent and poverty eradicati on progranmmes.

Nati onal Economi c Action Council executive director Datuk Mistapa
Mohaned said Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad i ssued the
directive at a neeting of the NEAC | ast Tuesday.

"I't's vital that it has to be hands-on, (and) as far as possible, al
progress reports shoul d have photographs to prove the earnestness of those
i mpl enmenting and nmonitoring projects,”" he said in an interviewwth
Ber nana.

It was essential that the distribution of projects be effective and the
selection of targeted recipients and identification of sites be inproved.

"I feel that it is nore appropriate for Village Security and Devel opnent
Conmittees (JKKK) to be entrusted with the responsibility of deternining
the recipients, the sites and the type of projects to be inplenmented. This
i s because the JKKKs know t he needs of the people in their jurisdiction
better."

Must apa sai d he had recei ved several conplaints fromthe grassroots over
the delay of projects in their areas. Such del ays shoul d not occur because
pl anni ng shoul d have been done earlier for projects under the five-year
pl an.

"The Prime Mnister also takes a serious view of this probl emand
recently directed nministries and governnent agencies to plan a year
earlier for the inplementation of projects. For instance, for the
construction of schools, the sites should be identified a year earlier."”

This woul d ensure the projects were i nplenented according to schedul e
wi t hout having to wait for the Budget announcenent. The Governnment no
| onger wi shes to see ministries and agencies waiting for the Budget to
pl an proj ects.

On the poverty eradication progranme whi ch becane an i ssue follow ng the
Audi tor-General's report, Mistapa said the report showed shortcomings in
t he programe, now known as progranme for the people' s well-being.

Anong ot her things, it involves the construction of houses and the
provi ding of econom c assistance, |oans, and supplenmentary food for very
poor famlies.

"We have to admit that the programe to assist the very poor in Mlaysia
is the nost successful in the world. Even though there are weaknesses, the
governnent has initiated neasures fromtine to tinme to overcone them"
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