11/ 09/ 2001
Once-a-Lifetime Asean award for Dr Mahathir

Ashraf Abdul I ah in Singapore

CONFERRI NG t he Once-a-Lifetinme Asean Achievenent M|l ennium Award on both
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad and Senior M nister Lee Kuan
Yew | ast night, the Asean Business Forumpaid tribute to the former for
turning Malaysia froman agricultural nation into the fourth-nopst

i ndustrial econony on earth.

"When objective historians wite of the great nen and wonen of Asia of
the 20th Century, there seens little doubt a few nanes will inevitably
stand out: Mhatma Gandhi of India, Mao Tse-tung and Deng Xi ao Ping of
Chi na, Lee Kuan Yew of Singapore and Dr Mahathir bin Mhamad of Ml aysia, "
the ABF said in a citation read by eye surgeon Prof Arthur Lim a |ong-
time friend and a college mate of Dr Mahathir when they were students at
the King Edward Medical Coll ege in Singapore.

The citation was read at a special award presentation cerenony at the
Ritz Carlton Singapore.

Limsaid these sons of Asia were all different in manner and m ssion, in
character and tenperanent. "But they were all "unreasonabl €'
revol utionaries - driven by inpossible dreans, possessed by unreasonabl e
vision, comitted to what so obviously could not be done.

"And they all comanded the ground | ong enough to plant the seeds, to
nourish the plant, to see inpossible dreans and unreasonabl e vi sion well
on the way to reality

"For Dr Mahathir, the objective historian might well say that he is not
only the great Ml aysian | eader of the 20th Century but also the greatest
Mal ay of the |last 500 years."

Limsaid over the last 30 years, 20 of which were under the Mhathir
adm ni stration, Ml aysia, according to United Nations statistics emerged
as the world chanpi on of poverty eradication.

"When Dr Mahathir cane to power, the perennial problem of unenpl oynent
was still in the forefront of public econom ¢ policy. Under his
prem ership, econom c grow h substantially exceeded the i ncone-doubling
target of seven per cent.

"When Dr Mahat hir became Prine Mnister, Ml aysia was an agricultura
and extractive econonmy nmaking prom sing strides with regard to
i ndustrialisation

"Today, his country is the fourth-nost industrial econony on earth,
whet her neasured in ternms of the depl oynent of |abour, industrial
contribution as a percentage of the gross domestic product, or
manuf act ured goods as a percentage of exports.

"Dr Mahathir's job is still far fromover: Perjuangan Masi h Bel um
Sel esai. The Mahathir Mdernisation is not yet at an end, even as it wll
continue long after he is no longer in our midst," Limsaid.

Reading the citation for Lee, Asian Strategic and Leadership Institute
director and chi ef executive officer Datuk Dr M chael Yeoh said Lee was a
man of courage

"He built an econonic environment conducive to business. Profit has
never been a dirty word in Singapore. However, to his great credit, he has
succeeded in giving everyone a stake in the country."
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