18/ 10/ 2001

Ong criticises Ling for not followi ng council's decision

SHAH ALAM Wed. - MCA Youth chief Datuk Ong Tee Keat today expressed his
di sappoi nt nent over the way party president Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik
appoi nted six party veterans to a special comittee to investigate the Aug
3 Youth wi ng fracas.

He said during a presidential council nmeeting on Sept 3 it was deci ded
that the president, hisdeputy and two other senior conmittee nenbers would
be responsi bl e for the appoi ntnment of the veterans.

"He (the president), however, did not follow the decision and overrul ed
it on Cct 8 when he appointed central comm ttee nenber Datuk Chor Chee
Heung as the special conmittee coordinator without consulting the other
t hree menbers.

"Chor has al so been given a free hand to appoi nt whoever he wants to the
special conmmittee."

Ong i s questioning why the power to pick the commttee nmenbers was
shifted fromthe four nmenbers to Chor al one

He said Dr Ling also did not entertain a request for additional nanes to
be included to the special commttee.

"He did not even discuss the proposal, which was brought up at
yesterday' s enmergency presidential council neeting," he said.

Asked if he woul d not support the appointnment of the six veterans, Ong
said he was not questioning their credibility.

"I am not happy with the met hodol ogy and principle adopted by party
president."

Ong was speaking to reporters after |launching the Yayasan CNI's donati on
drive for Afghanistan refugees here today.

He said regardl ess of the formation of the special comittee, the police
report which he had | odged pertaining to the fracas woul d stay.

Ong al so questioned why Dr Ling had not instructed party disciplinary
board chairman Datuk Lim Ah Lek to take action against the report
subm tted by himon the fracas.

"Li mcannot take action on his own as the party constitution stipul ates
that the directive nmust cone fromthe president.”

He said he subnitted a report each to Lim party secretary-general Datuk
Ti ng Chew Peh, the police and Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad on Aug 27.

( END)



	Ong criticises Ling for not following council's decision (NST 18/10/2001)

