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Ong keeps his party foes guessing

Chow Kum Hor

FOR a man known to draw supporters and antagoni se enenmies with his fiery
speeches and scathing remarks, it is ironic that MCA Youth chief Datuk Ong
Tee Keat is nowin the Iinelight for his silence.

Ong, who is also Deputy Youth and Sports M nister, has gone on | eave one
day after his hush-hush nmeeting with Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad i n Kedah, |ast Thursday.

Since the nmeeting, Ong has been i ncomuni cado, keeping his political
foes guessing as to what transpired during the 10-m nute encounter.
Journalists who failed to |l ocate himjoked that Ong could be in the Tora
Bora caves with Osama bi n Laden.

Dr Mahathir had said that in the neeting, Ong had assured hi mthat he
(Ong) wanted to put to an end to the problens plaguing the novenent. This
received the blessings of the Prime Mnister, who is also the BN chairnman

Whil e details of the neeting are not immediately known, it is one factor
the MCA central conmittee (CC) neeting today will consider, when
deliberating Ong's fate.

The presidential council (PC) on Dec 7 endorsed, in a vote of 15 to
five, the veterans conmittee's findings inplicating Ong for preneditating
the fracas at the Youth AGM on Aug 3.

Besi des Ong, the other simlarly accused is asssenbly speaker Li mHong
Sang. The report al so censured Ong, Limand Youth secretary-general Yew
Teong Look for the ruckus.

If Team A CC nenbers today decide to punish Ong, they would have to
answer why they refused to give an opportunity to the Youth chief to
fulfil his promse to the Prine Mnister.

(Team A refers to the faction aligned to president Datuk Seri Dr Ling
Liong Sik while Team B, which Ong is part of, is |led by deputy president
Dat uk Li m Ah Lek.)

But if Ong goes unpuni shed, party nmenbers will question why Ong was
spared for his alleged role in one of the nost shaneful events in the
party's 52-year history.

Possi bl e acti ons agai nst Ong include sacking, resulting in him
automatically losing his Youth chief's post and nost |ikely, his deputy
m ni st er shi p.

However, sacking could create a backlash fromOng' s synpathisers - a
move the politically ambitious would rather avoid considering 30 per cent
of the delegates to the general assenbly are fromthe Youth

Ong' s grassroot support fromYouth | eaders is still strong.

If he is suspended, the question will be for how |l ong as the duration
will determine if Ong, who has declared he wanted to defend his post, can
stand for the el ection, expected next June.

Whet her suspensi on or sacking, Ong's absence will automatically see his
deputy Hoo Seong Chang of Team A assune the novenent's top post. This wll
shift the advantage of incunbency in the wing fromAh Lek's canp to Dr
Li ng' s.

Party menbers will also be closely watching if the CCwill act agai nst
Yew, a presidential-loyalist, who has been censured for the fracas.

In any case, Yew has little to lose. He was sworn in as a senator in the
aftermath of the Nanyang takeover controversy and is also a presidential
appoi ntee to the CC

Real i sing the i nportance of the CC neeting today, both factions have



been pitted in a show of strength, with three al nbost successive Press
conf erences yest erday.

Team B yest erday chal |l enged Team A CC nenbers to resign en bloc by 5pm
today to pave the way for a fresh election - a chall enge turned down by
Team A.

Sel angor Yout h head Datuk Ch'ng Toh Eng later issued to the Press a
document outlining 52 reasons why Ong contributed to the problens in the
Youth wing. Sone inmmedi ately associate it with the book "50 Dalil Mengapa
Anwar Ti dak Bol eh Jadi PM'.

Wth no end in sight to the MCA Youth woes, there is a possibility the
CC may today decide that the party headquarters take over the running of
t he movenent, rendering all Youth CC nmenbers powerl ess.
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