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Ong | ooks unchal | enged for anot her clear shot

K. M Boopat hy

THE stage is set for Ong Beng Hee to end a briliant year with a bang as he
is unlikely to be challenged in the Mil pha- Gosen Mal aysi an Open squash
chanpi onshi ps at Jal an Duta courts on Dec 10-15.

Ong becane the first Malaysian to win the tournanent |ast year but his
title-defence is expected to be smooth-sailing this time.

The SRA of Malaysia (SRAM director of coaching Mej (Rtd) S. Maniam said
that an upset over Ong | ooks al nost inpossible.

"Ong has inproved so nmuch in the last one year and | don't see anyone
capabl e of beating himfor the title. It should be his for the taking,"
said Maniamin Petaling Jaya yesterday.

"However, it will be interesting to see if Azlan |skandar can advance to
the last eight with his tough draw

"It will be a good tournanment for the |local crowd as their w sh of
seeing Ong in action has cone true, thanks to the organi sers who have nade
a great effort to revive the tournanent."

The Mal aysi an Open was al nbst cancelled this year after |last year's
sponsors OSK Securities w thdrew two nonths ago but Ml pha Sports stepped
into give Ong a chance to win his second international title this year.

Despite the uncertainty, the tournament has still managed to attract
three top professionals, second seed AQli Toum nen of Finland, third seed
Omar El borol ossy of Egypt and the up-and-com ng Ant hony Ricketts of
Australia and | ast year's finalist John WIllians of Australia in the
t our nanent .

Ong's first test is expected to be the semfinals where he is likely to
meet Borol ossy while his final opponent is expected to be Touni nen.

However, Toum nen faces a scare in the semfinals where he is likely to
meet Ricketts and the Australian could deny hima place in the final.

Azl an stares at defeat in the first round as he will meet Shahid Zanman
of Pakistan while Kenneth Low will have a tough tinme in the qualifying
rounds.

Mul pha I nternational director Denis Low said that they are ready to
sponsor the Ml aysi an Wnen's Open next year, which has been cancell ed due
to lack of funds this year, and al so becone the main sponsors of the Asia
Cup m xed team events.

"We are keen to sponsor the Asian Cup as long as it is held in
Mal aysi a,” said Low during a Press conference to announce Mil pha's pl edge
to SRAMin Petaling Jaya yesterday.

The Asia Cup, a m xed teamevent, was the brainchild of fornmer Asian
Squash Federation (ASF) president Datuk Mkhzani Mhathir, and Mil pha were
the main sponsors in the inaugural Asia Cup |ast year where hosts Ml aysi a
becane t he chanpi ons.

Mul pha has al so pl edged their support to SRAMs plans to start a
regi onal Acadeny in Penang which will cater for the under-15 players from
Penang, Kedah and Perlis.

Local players Allan Soyza, Aaron Soyza and Khoo Teng Hn will be in
charge of the Acadeny which will be based in Penang International Squash
Centre in Bukit Dunmbar next year.

The Acadeny is likely to cost SRAM cl ose to RVM50,000 and it is
understood that Mil pha are likely to cone up with RML50, 000 to support the
pi oneer project.

* boopat hy@st p. com ny



( END)



	Ong looks unchallenged for another clear shot (NST 24/11/2001)

