19 APR 2001
Mahat hir-O ficers
ONLY CERTAI N GOVT OFFI CERS ALLOWNED TO BE PQLI TI CALLY ACTI VE

GENTI NG H GHLANDS, April 19 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad
said today the government will only consider allow ng officers with no
conflict of interest to take an active part in politics.

Oficers with no conflict of interest could seek perm ssion and it was
up to the government whether or not to grant it, the prinme mnister told
reporters after opening the National Prem er Education Convention 2001 at
I nstitut Am nuddin Baki, here.

He said this when asked to commrent on the el ection of Bank Negara
Assi stant Governor (Operations and Investrment) Datuk Dr Awang Adek Husin as
deputy chairman of the Bachok Umo division in Kel antan.

The Umo speci al general assenbly |ast Novenber approved Article 6.3.4
of its constitution to allow Group A governnent officers to contest for and
hol d posts in the party.

However, under the CGeneral Oders, superscale officers and those in the
Managenment and Professional G oup are prohibited fromtaking an active part
in political parties.

On the General Orders, Dr Mahathir said the governnment had no problem
with it because there had been governnent officers who took up politics in
t he past.

"We do not give it (perm ssion) at randomto everyone because what
happens if the division head is an office boy and he has to work under a DO
(district officer)? It beconmes a problem there's conflict of interest, so

(we) have to be careful...we have to consider properly," he said.
Asked about the Chinese school education systemwhich is said to be
better than that of the national schools, he said: "If there's a

difference, it is based on the culture of the Chinese schools which is nore
attractive.”

On Mal ay parents sending their children to religious schools, Dr
Mahat hir said the government had no problemw th that as ong as the
religious | essons were taught properly.

He said what had happened was that there were parties who m sused the
religious schools by telling the students to spit at, step on and tear the
pictures of certain | eaders and saying that the governnent of the day was
unl sl ami c.

Education M nister Tan Sri Miusa Mbhanad said the nmnistry received
periodic reports on devel opnents in schools and any case of m sconduct
woul d in investigated and action taken if the report was found to have
basi s.

- - BERNAMA

M5 RV JK



	ONLY CERTAIN GOVT OFFICERS ALLOWED TO BE POLITICALLY ACTIVE (Bernama 19/04/2001)

