16 NOV 2001

Mahat hir-Terrori sm

ONLY FORCI BLE SEPARATI ON CAN SOLVE ARAB- | SRAEL CONFLI CT, SAYS DR
MAHATHI R

KUALA LUMPUR, Nov 16 (Bernama) -- The Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad said the Arab-Israeli conflict, which has becone the
principal cause of terrorism nust be solved by forcible separation of the
Pal estinians and Israelis by a strong United Nations (UN) force.

Retal i ati ons between the Arabs and Israelis would not solve the
conflict and there was no sign yet of the fighting comng to an end, he
sai d.

"Only forcible separation of the two people by a strong UN force can do
this. The Palestinians are willing to have the UN peace-keepi ng force but
the Israelis object.

"The world pander to the wi shes of the Israelis and so the killings and
terror goes on," Dr Mahathir said opening a conference on terrorismat the
Putra Wrld Trade Centre (PWC) here

In his keynote address, Dr Mahathir said in the fight against
terrorists and terrorism the causes of the anger and frustration of the
terrorists nmust be studied and action taken to renove these causes.

"I believe that the principal cause is the Pal estine issue,” he said.

Dr Mahathir said applying international pressure on the warring sides
to cease fighting was not practical

"Even if Arafat (Palestinian president Yasser Arafat) agrees to a
ceasefire, he cannot possibly stop his people, individuals, bitter at
having lost their children or menbers of their famly or their friends from
continuing to attack and kill the Israelis.

"Each attack by Arabs invariably resulted in nore Arabs than Israelis
being killed and the Israelis would attack the Arabs with deadly accuracy
and the Arabs would retaliate ineffectively,” Dr Mahathir said.

There was a great deal of anger in the Miuslimworld which the West
coul d not understand, he said.

The prime mnister said the Muslimworld, weak and unable to be of any
help to the Pal estinians, saw the West's unwillingness to stop the Israelis
as a sign that "the West is anti-Palestine, anti-Arab and anti-Mslint.

Dr Mahathir said nmost Muslins only felt the anger and would tal k but
woul d do not hi ng.

"But anmong the billion Muslins there nust be those whose anger cannot
be contai ned. These are the people who will resort to terror tactics," he
sai d.

It was reasonable to believe that if there was no Pal estinian issue and
t he Pal estinians were not being oppressed and no children were being
killed, the anger of the Arabs and the Muslins would not be there or would
be nuch I ess, he said.

"Certainly there would not be those who would be willing to kil
thensel ves in the horrible fashion on 11th Septenber,"” he said referring to
the Sept 11 attacks by terrorists who used hijacked jetliners to plough
into the Wrld Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in Washi ngton

Dr Mahathir said the belief that those terrorists acted in that manner
because of poverty or jealousy for the good |ife and freedom of ot her
people did not reflect a deep know edge of the terrorist mnd

"Those who hijacked and crashed the aircraft are not fanatically
illiterate who only see heaven in after-life.

"These people cane fromthe richer Muslimcountries, countries where
generous governnents gi ve all owances and subsidised the life of the



peopl e,” Dr Mhathir said.

Dr Mahathir said there was a need to understand their mnds and
mentality so as not to glorify thembut to understand why they had resorted
to terrorism

"W need to do this if we want to understand the reason why they did
this and if we don't then we will not be able to renove the causes and
reduce the incidence of terrorism"” he added.

"Revenge is sweet. But if we are going to liquidate the cul prits al nost
completely as is likely to happen if we sinply bonb and rocket Afghanistan
then we wont's even achi eve the revenge that we are after,” he said.

He said the terrorists would probably feel sorry that they had brought
death and destruction to their host but they were likely to feel angrier
and be nore determned to continue with their acts of terror

"So there is no revenge," he said.

Dr Mahathir said if the world, including the Muslimworld were to be
asked to participate in the elimnation of terrorists and terrorism then
all terrorists irrespective of their race and religion or the particul ar
acts of terrorismthat they were involved in nust be the target for
elimnation.

"And these nmust include state terrorists as well, including the Israel
Governnment of Ariel Sharon, the man responsible for the nassacre of
t housands of Pal estinians in Shabra and Shatila and is stiil the man behind
the systematic killings of the Pal estinians today," he added.

Dr Mahathir said the world nust be serious about the fight against
terrorists.

He said that it would never be conpletely w ped out but it certainly
could be reduced and rendered |l ess frightening for the world.

He said terrorists should not be identified by race, religion and
country but by their acts.

Dr Mahathir said renoving the cause of terrorismwould be the better
and i mredi ate solution rather than hunting them down whi ch woul d be very
difficult and take a long tine.

He said once the causes had been renoved, support for the terrorists
woul d very much be reduced if not cease altogether as in the case of
Mal aysi a, once the terrorists lost their support base, sooner or later they
gave up their activity.
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