28 MAY 2001
G15- LEADERS
ONLY SEVEN HEADS OF STATE AND GOVT TO ATTEND G15 SUW T

By: Mhd Kanmel O hman

JAKARTA, May 28 (Bernama) -- Only seven heads of state and gover nment
will attend the 11th Summt of the G oup of Fifteen (GL5) devel opi ng
nati ons which will begin here on Wdnesday.

Apart from I ndonesi an President Abdurrahman Wahid, the other |eaders
are Nigerian President O usegun Cbasanjo, Senegal President Abdoul aye Wade,
Venezuel a' s President Hugo Chavez, Egyptian Prine Mnister Atef Ebeid,
Jamai can Prinme M nister Janes Patterson and Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohanad.

Dr Mahathir will arrive tonorrow

Initially, nine heads of state and governnent were scheduled to attend
the sunmt which was being held in Indonesia for the first tine.

The Jakarta Post here today reported that Zi nmbabwe president Robert
Mugabe cancelled his Jakarta trip due to the death of Zi nbabwe's Defence
M ni ster Moven Mahachi in a car crash on Saturday.

It was also reported that the arrival of Al gerian President Abdel aziz
Boutefli ka was al so in doubt as there were reports that he will be
substituted by a senior ranking state official, expected to be the speaker
of the parliament.

The ot her nmenber states will be represented by high-ranking state
officials.

The theme for this summt is "Harnessing the potential of the digital
era for devel opnment.™

The Gl5 consists of Algeria, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Colonbia, I|India,
I ndonesi a, Iran, Jamaica, Kenya, Malaysia, Egypt, Mexico, N geria, Peru,
Senegal , Sri Lanka, Venezuel a and Zi nbabwe.

Today, the 22nd neeting of the Foreign Mnisters was held at the
Jakarta Convention Centre, the venue of the summt.

The Foreign Mnisters, along with personal representatives of the
| eaders will finalise the final points to the joint communi que and the
first ever declaration issued in the group’'s 12-year history -- The Jakarta
Decl ar ati on.

The Decl aration is expected to highlight the G 15 | eaders' conmi t nment
to close the digital divide between devel opi ng and devel oped countries, and
pronmote the growth of information technology to overcone devel oprent
pr obl emns.

The joint communi que, due to be issued by the heads of delegation, is
expected to express concern for the growing disparity in the information
conmuni cati on technol ogy and communi cations field, along with other matters
of concern to devel oping countries, such as multilateral trade and the
World Trade Organisation (WO). -- BERNANVA
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