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Open hearts and m nds

MALAYSI A' S devel opnment has progressed by | eaps and bounds in the decades
since it achi eved i ndependence, yet one thing that has endured the test of
time am d the changes is Ml aysi ans' | ove of peace and harmony. It was the
spirit of nuhi bbah that drew the different comunities together then, on

t he understanding of all for one and one for all, and the spirit to build
a nation that prevailed then has been nurtured through the years.

The pul se of such a tacit understanding and tolerance is reflected in
t he individual open house festive celebrations of different faiths, a
| ong- st andi ng practice which has fostered social integration and respect
for one another. Tradition dies hard, even in the nidst of progress and
changing lifestyles. And it is back to basics for us as we continue in our
efforts to build a united Mal aysia and to foster greater understandi ng and
co-operation.

The nati onal open house cel ebrations of the six major religious and
cultural festivals in the country is a | audabl e nove to bring together
people fromall wal ks of Iife - both Mal aysians and foreign tourists - to
i nteract under one roof. Such a celebration, says Prinme M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad at the launch of the national-Ievel Chinese New
Year open house in Penang on Sunday, is proof of the prevailing spirit of
unity anmong all Mal aysi ans.

I n opening our doors to friends, we open our hearts and m nds as well.
We accept themwith open arnms, in the know edge that they respect our
culture and custons in setting foot in our house. There are bound to be
differences in viewpoints anong individuals and communities at one time or
another but if we make an effort to understand one another better and
uphol d the spirit of unity, the occasional cracks in the bond of
friendship can al ways be cenent ed.

Good sense will ultimtely prevail anong those who believe in
cultivating a love for kin and mankind. And it is in adopting an open
attitude and outl ook that we can continue to nurture greater affinity and
close relationships. As we sow the seeds of friendship, so too should we
be m ndful that differing faiths and cultural make-up are no barrier to
unity.

Mal aysi a's nul ti-ethnic background makes it unique, for the sinple
reason that its people have lived in peace and prosperity for years,
cogni sant of the need for stability and harnony. The fact that the festive
cel ebrations of the major comunities are gazetted public holidays is
proof of the adm nistration's recognition of the inportance of each and
every Ml aysian to nation-building, irrespective of race or creed.

As we strive to achieve the nation's aspirations within the shortest
ti me possible, building upon the cohesive fabric of tolerance and
caranaderie, we have to bear in mnd that our dreanms cannot materialise if
we do not possess the farsi ghtedness and down-to-earth rationale to shape
theminto reality.

We can only partake of the fruits of our labour if we stand united. W
must be willing to set aside differences that can strain the bond we have
created to knit us all as one nation. Destiny is but a matter of choi ce.

In a multi-ethnic nation, noderation is the trapeze act that is hard to
bal ance and yet, not so difficult if we tell ourselves that noderation is
the silken string running through the chain of all virtues. As Ml aysi ans
revel in the fun and festive gaiety quintessential to all festivals, let



us not forget that the hand that gives, gathers.
( END)
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