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OPP3 TO HASTEN DEVT OF LESS DEVELOPED STATES

KUALA LUMPUR, April 3 (Bernamm) -- The thrust of the regiona
devel opnent policy under the Third Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP3) will be
to accel erate the devel opnment of |ess-devel oped states and reduce the
soci o- econom ¢ i nbal ances anobng regi ons.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, in tabling the OPP3 at
t he Dewan Rakyat here today, said anbng the neasures to be taken would be
to pronote the concentration of economc activities by state on the basis
of their conparative strength.

Besides this, the industrial dispersal programme would be continued as
wel |l as further inprove infrastructure and the access to quality basic
anenities in the | ess devel oped states, he said.

Dr Mahathir said all the states in the country regi stered i nprovenents
inthe quality of Iife arising frominprovenents in per capita incone as
wel | as access to better infrastructure, social services and basic
ameni ti es.

As bum putera conpani es had al ready made inroads into the construction
transportation and agricultural sectors, there was a need for themto
diversify into other high val ue-added activities, particularly in the
manuf acturing, services and distributive trade, he said.

Dr Mahathir said an enabling environnent woul d be created, including
the provision of incentives and financing, to assist Bum putera acquisition
of appropriate technology as well as managenent experti se.

In addition, the privatisation programe would continue to be
i npl enented to create nore opportunities for Bum putera entrepreneurs at
the corporate | evel

The programmes to devel op the Bum putera Conmercial and Industrial
Community woul d focus on building nore sustainable, self-reliant and
wor | d- cl ass Bumi putera entrepreneurs capable of conpeting effectively both
in the donmestic and international business, he said.

"There is a need for Bum putera entrepreneurs to devel op positive
val ues and the ethics of business for themto be continuously successfu
and self-reliant," he added.

To devel op nore Bumi putera entrepreneurs, he said the existing vendor
and franchi se devel opment programes woul d be further strengthened and
expanded.

The governnment woul d al so enhance Bumi putera participation in the
retail trade sub-sector through the Bum putera Retail Trade Devel opnent
Proj ect or PROSPER

This project would be target-specific and provi de assistance and

support services such as providing prenm ses and capital, identification of
busi ness opportunities as well as training in accounting and cash
managenent .

"It is hoped that PROSPER wi Il succeed in increasing the presence of
Bum puteras in new growmh centres," he said.

Dr Mahathir said the governnment would fornul ate appropriate nmechani sns
to increase the participation of Bumi puteras in nodern sectors and ensure
that the enpl oynment pattern largely reflected the ethnic conposition of the
popul ati on.

The capacity of the government's higher education institutions would be
expanded to increase accessibility, especially to Bum puteras, to bal ance
the increase in private educational institutions.



"Both the public and private institutions of higher Iearning will be
required to increase the nunber of Bum putera graduates and ensure that the
courses offered neet market denand, " he said. -- BERNAMVA
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