25/ 11/ 2001

OQpposition menbers criticised for ingratitude

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad took to task certain
opposi tion nenbers who enjoyed nmany benefits when with the Government, but
were quick to forget themonce they turned their back on the Governnent.

The Prime Mnister said these people nmade all kinds of demands when they
were still with the Governnment and hid their intention of joining the
opposi tion.

"While they were with the Government, they had many aspirations and
requests, which were net, but they never showed any appreciation.

"After we hel p them (opposition nenbers), they will bite our hands. This
is their nature.

"Fol | oners of opposition parties are always taught not to be grateful
for whatever things they receive.

"We are being criticised, even when we give themscholarships. This is a
very bad culture," he said after | aunching the Wrl dSpace Digital Audio
Br oadcasting Service, provided by Asiaspace Dotcom Sdn Bhd at his office
her e.

A Bahasa Mal aysi a daily today quoted forner Sel angor Menteri Besar Tan
Sri Muhammad Muhammad Tai b as sayi ng he was prepared to disclose the |ist
of people, including those who had joi ned the opposition, who were given
land in the State.

On Wednesday, Pas secretary-general Nasharuddin Mat |sa had chal | enged
Information Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary Senator Datuk Zai nuddin
Mai din to name the opposition | eaders who had obtai ned privileges fromthe
Sel angor CGover nnent .

On the 1.3 per cent contraction of the country's Gross Donestic Product
for the third quarter of this year, Dr Mahathir said the Governnment's main
priority would be to prevent recession at all costs.

"According to normal calculations, there will be inflation if there are
contractions in two quarters.

"We hope there will be positive growh, albeit little, in the fourth
quarter. This will nmean that our econony is still in the positive growth
territory at the end of the one fiscal year," he said.

Bank Negara Governor Tan Sri Zeti Akhtar Aziz, who announced the
country's economc and financial statistics of the third quarter yesterday
had expressed hope that the fourth quarter GDP woul d be better than that
of the third quarter.
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