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Abdul | ah- Uni ty
OPP3 ONLY ATTAI NABLE IN A UNI TED, STABLE AND PEACEFUL SOCI ETY, SAYS DPM

KUALA LUMPUR, April 7 (Bernama) -- The Third Qutline Perspective Plan
(OPP3) can only be attained if there is a united, stable and peaceful
soci ety, Deputy Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Abdullah Ahnmad Badawi said today.

"Wthout such a starting point no anpunt of good planning will be able
to uplift quality of life or productivity...if our society is plagued by
tensi on and vi ol ence brought about by ethnic strife, religious intolerance
or soci o-econom ¢ deprivations, there is no point talking about K-econony
and enabling technol ogi es,” he said.

He said Mal aysia nmust ensure that there was unity fostered by the
continued tradition of social justice so that no group was |eft behind by
econom ¢ devel oprent .

"This will nean that we woul d have to refocus our eradication of
poverty strategy to take into account the grow ng nunber of urban poor nade
up of people fromall races and this probl em needs to be addressed quickly,
effectively and conpassi onately,” he said when |aunching the Youth Sunmt
2001 at Universiti Malaya here.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad tabled the OPP3 in
parliament on Monday. The plan fornms the strategic direction for managi ng
t he Mal aysi an econony over the next 10 years, |aying down the genera
principles for econom c devel opnent and nati on- buil di ng.

Abdul | ah, who is also Hone Mnister, said if the problem of the urban
poor was not addressed then the country risks the possibility of ethnic
tensi on and even viol ence as seen in the nost unfortunate incidents over
the past nonth in Petaling Jaya.

"This will also nmean that we have to continue with our affirmative
action that will level up the Ml ays economically," he said, adding that
the inplenentation of the OPP3 woul d be inproved so that greater enphasis
was given to those who were in genui ne need of assistance.

"W do not want to encourage the Ml ays to be dependent on the
government...if our aimis to create a critical mass of skilled
pr of essi onal workers, we nmust uproot the subsidy nentality anong the Ml ays
and this affirmative action nust be seen as a step up not as a lifelong
lifeline,"” said Abdullah.

He said the governnent's commtnent to fostering unity cannot be
underestimated as it believes that wi thout national unity the essenti al
prem se for success in a globalised world woul d be absent.

The deputy prine mnister said with this in mnd the governnment
proposed the Vision School which could revive student integration at
school s.

"I'f you grow up in isolation, without getting to know one another, it
is quite likely that by the tinme you reach university, you will find it
difficult to interact with students fromdifferent races," he said.

Abdul | ah noted that the I evel of polarisation in the country's
universities was a gravely worrying trend and if |eft unchecked it would
spill over into the rest of society.

"The muhi bah (goodwi I 1) spirit is in danger of becom ng sonething that
i s meani ngless, or at the very best a front that is put on only during
certain occasions such as Hari Merdeka or any of the major religious
festivals.

"If national unity is treated with such nonchal ance, | fear that our
dreans of creating a united society will be unattainable,” he said.



He said the younger generation nust have the resolve and comitnent to
sol ve "our own problens"” and carry out the country's strategies.

"Not only do | hope that you will succeed in pursuing excellence, |
hope that you will open your mnds to the realities around us...|l do not
want the younger generation to be closed m nded and unexposed,” Abdul |l ah
sai d.

He said this attitude would only breed intol erance and reacti onary
responses and the people shoul d al ways be on constant guard agai nst the use
of religion or ideology to turn attention away fromthe key task at hand,
whi ch was to prepare for globalisation.

He said in this age of nodern technol ogy, the pervasive mass nedi a and
rapi d devel opnent of the country, people should not forget that "we are and
remai n Mal aysi ans”.

"The flame of patriotismcan never and shoul d never be extinguished,"”
he said, adding that globalisation would not nmean that there would be a big
gl obal village where everyone would be citizens of the world.
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