03 MAR 2001
Abdul | ah- Shahnon
OPPOSI TI ON AGAI NST CONSENSUS- SEEKI NG CONTRARY TO | SLAM SAYS DPM

PULAU PI NANG, March 3 (Bernanmm) -- Deputy Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi said today that opposition against efforts towards
"nmusyawar ah" or consensus-seeking is contrary to the teachings of I|slam
whi ch advocates such an action in matters affecting the Ilives of the
conmuni ty.

He said that opposing efforts in consensus-seeking was a negative
action, nore so if the opposition came froma nenber of PAS which cl ains
that the party was struggling for Islam

"However, |let the people be the judge of what he has stated," said
Abdul | ah when asked to comment on the statement by PAS Sik Menber of
Par | i ament Dat uk Shahnon Ahmad who is opposed to the unity tal ks between
the top | eaders of PAS and Umo.

Abdul | ah, who is Umo deputy president, said that |Islam encourages
consensus-seeki ng anmong Muslins in matters affecting their lives as tal ks
and di scussions woul d benefit the affected parti es.

"That has been our approach. Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad has asked PAS not to inpose conditions because if there are
probl enms, when di scussions are held, these matters could be raised," he
sai d.

The Umo deputy president said that holding the talks was not a big
probl em as di scussions would be for the benefit of Mislins.

Shahnon has said that the neeting was "totally unnecessary" and that
Umo had set a trap for PAS in an attenpt to convince the people that Umo
was the only hope the Mal ays have.

Abdul I ah said that fromthe statenent, Shahnon coul d be seen as
regardi ng PAS as being in a weak position as he thinks the party could be
easily trapped by Umo.

"That is why he is reacting that way, and it is a reasoning which to ne
is negative as it shows he doesn't want the talks to materialise,” he said.
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