24 MAY 2001
Qpposi ti on- Anwar
OPPCSI TI ON MEETS DR MAHATH R OVER TREATMENT FOR ANWAR

PUTRAJAYA, May 24 (Bernama) -- Three representatives of opposition
parties |l ed by PAS President Datuk Fadzil Noor today net the Prinme M nister
to di scuss backbone treatnent for Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim

The neeting | asting about 50 mnutes was held at the Prine Mnister's
office here.

The two ot her representatives of opposition parties were DAP Vice
Chairman Dr Tan Seng G aw and Parti Keadi |l an Nasi onal Suprene Counci
nmenber Abdul Rahman Yusof.

Speaking to reporters after the neeting, Fadzil said the opposition
asked Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad to reconsider the governnent's
decision not to permt Anwar to receive m cro-endoscopi ¢ backbone treat nment
fromDr Thonmas Hoogl and's clinic in Germany.

"The Prime Mnister infornmed us that the governnent's decision not to
permt Datuk Seri Anwar to seek treatment overseas no matter in which
country was final," he said.

Dr Mahat hir had however said Anwar coul d choose any nedical facility
within the country for his surgery and he was confident that such surgery
could be done in this country.

Fadzil said he would convey to Anwar's wife, Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah
Wan |Ismail, the outcone of their neeting with the Prime Mnister, and it
was up to Anwar's famly to decide on the government's proposal

Anwar, who is serving prison terns totalling 15 years for corruption
and sodony, had received treatnent for his condition at Kuala Lunpur
Hospital for nore than five nonths fromNov 25 till May 2

After he turned down the governnment's proposal that he undergo surgery
at the KL Hospital, he was taken back to Sungai Bul oh Prison and received
conventional treatnent.
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