29 DEC 2001
Mahat hi r - Opposi tion
OPPCSI TI ON ONLY KNOW HOW TO SLANDER, SOW HATRED, SAYS DR M

KUALA LUMPUR, Dec 29 (Bernanma) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad said
today opposition party leaders in the country only know how to sl ander and
sow hatred agai nst | eaders and the government.

The prime mnister said if there were no m sdeeds done by opposition
parties, the country would be in peace and full attention could be focused
on its devel opnent and to strike a balance in devel opment anong the various
races.

"Not that we don't want opposition. They're inportant to criticise the
government when it is over confident and does the wong things.

"But the opposition in Ml aysia does not criticise, it only hurls
unf ounded al | egati ons and sows hatred agai nst governnent |eaders and
parties,” he said when opening the People's Progressive Party's (PPP) 48th
Ceneral Assenbly at the Putra World Trade Centre here.

Dr Mahathir said the opposition had tried to forman imtation front
twice, with a first ending in failure and the second al ready cracking.

He said the peopl e saw how PAS cheated DAP, Parti Keadil an Nasi onal
(Keadilan) and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRM.

Dr Mahathir, who is al so Barisan Nasional (BN) chairman and Umo
President, said DAP suffered a big loss fromits ties with PAS as it eroded
t he Chinese support for the party to the extent that its heavywei ghts, who
had never lost in elections, were defeated in the 1999 general el ection.

"Because of that, the DAP tried to break away from PAS but it was a bit
too late. Attenpts to cooperate only with Keadilan will not clear DAFP s
nane from being tainted by PAS, " he said.

He said opposition parties should make a clear stand so that the people
woul d know who they are.

Dr Mahathir said sarcastically: "I wish to congratul ate Keadilan for
claimng that it was not a Malay party. This will certainly benefit
Keadilan as it will not be responsible in defending several provisions in
the constitution that protected the rights of the Ml ays.

"Umo don't need the support of opportunists to defend the Ml ay
rights,” he said.

He said the country had established a unique inter-racial cooperation
and power sharing system anong BN conponent parties which should be
retai ned regardl ess of whatever chall enges faced.

Dr Mahathir said every BN conponent party should realise that they nust
be prepared to sacrifice sonme of their interests so that the comon
interests coul d be achieved.

"Nobody should give priority to self-interest to the extent of
affecting unity in the coalition. If we |lose, we nust be prepared to
retreat gracefully. Qur disappointnent is not as inportant as the party's
success, " he said.

Dr Mahathir said with the | ong nandate given to the then Alliance and
the BN today, the people could see the results fromthe policies
i mpl emented with the per capita incone now close to US$4, 000 as conpared to
US$300 in 1957.

H s speech al so touched on gl obalisation, attenpts to |link Ml aysia
with the spread of the anthrax bacteria following the Sept 11 attacks on
the United States and all egati ons of wastage of funds.

Dr Mahathir said only those who do not use their brain would still
accuse the governnent of wasting noney as the government's financi al



position was sound.
"We can afford to increase devel opnment expenditure, pay bonus and

increase salaries. It's inpossible for us to do so if we are wasteful and
finish the people's noney without good reason,” he said.

Dr Mahathir also said the 21st century was seeing nore injustices and
cruelties of the rich and powerful as conpared to previously.

"It's pointless for us to cry foul as nobody will listen and hel p us.
Since the Stone Age might is right and even today might is still right. If
we want to save ourselves, we nust make our own efforts,” he added
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