24 SEP 2001
PM Qpposi tion
OPPCSI TI ON MERELY CREATI NG | M TATI ON FRONT TO CHEAT THE PEOPLE

SIBU, 24 Sept (Bernama) -- The opposition created an initation front
anong t hensel ves nerely to deceive the people, said Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad.

Unli ke the Barisan Nasional (BN), the opposition |acked sincerity to
| ook after the interest of all ethnic groups in the country, he said.

"They are nmerely a gang of cheats, they not only deceive the rakyat but
they also try to cheat their friends in the opposition, PAS cheats the DAP,
DAP cheats PAS, DAP cheats Keadilan, and Keadilan cheats the PRM" he said
in his speech at a neet-the-people session at the Sibu Airport this
af t er noon.

The prime mnister also said that the people should not believe them as
they could not formthe government.

"On the other hand, BN at the federal and state |evels are capabl e of
bringi ng much devel opnent to the country,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who expressed happi ness for being able to neet the
residents in Sibu, said the BN concept was fornulated to enphasi se on
cooperation anong the various conmponent parties and ethnic groups.

"In this way, we can inplenment rapid devel opnment nati onwi de,"” he said,
addi ng that the opposition parties were trying to imtate such cooperation

In his speech, Dr Mhathir al so announced that the Sibu airport runway
woul d be extended from 7,000 feet presently to 9,000 feet to enabl e bi gger
aircraft to | and.

"Pl ease ask the opposition which are fielding their candi date here
whet her they can extend the Sibu Airport runway.

"It is not possible for themto do so as they are not tal king about
form ng the governnent if they win," he said to | oud appl ause fromthe
peopl e at the gathering.

Dr Mahathir al so expressed confidence that the voters in Sarawak woul d
vote for the BN in the state el ection on Sept 27.

"I hope that you will not give even one vote to them because every vote
given to them woul d be wast ed.

"W will not get anything at all fromthem" he said.

Dr Mahathir also said that if the people voted for the BN, the
government woul d repay them by speedi ng up devel opnent in the state.

"We are not naking enpty pronmises, if we have the funds we will
i ncrease the allocation,” he said.

Dr Mahathir al so disclosed that the federal government had provided a
Special Fund of RVMbO million for Sarawak to overcone the effects fromthe
economi c recession in the United States which had resulted in slow econom c
gr owt h.

"I'f funds are needed for specific projects, we will increase the
al l ocation," he said.

The Prime Mnister said the purpose of the election held every five
years was to ensure the the people's representatives worked hard for the
rakyat .

"Every five years, we give the rakyat the opportunity to choose and if
they are not happy with their representatives, they can choose others (to
repl ace them," he said, adding that the BN representatives al ways worked
hard.
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