02 APR 2001

OPPCSI TI ON PARTI ES PROPOSE FORVATI ON OF UNI TY CONSULTATI VE COUNCI L

KUALA LUMPUR, April 2 (Bernama) -- Four opposition parties -- PAS
Parti Keadil an Nasional (Keadilan), DAP and Parti Rakyat Ml aysia (PRV) --
today proposed the creation of a National Unity Consultative Council (MPPN)
to tackle issues on ethnic integration and national unity.

Qopposi tion Leader Datuk Fadzil Noor said that as a nation with people
of multi-races and multi-religion, every issue on ethnic integration and
nati onal unity had an effect on the |lives of every Ml aysian.

"However, there is no channel in the present society which enables
Mal aysi ans fromdiffering ethnic backgrounds to exchange vi ews on issues
pertaining to national unity and presenting these views to the governnent
and parliament,” he told a nedia conference at the Parliament | obby, here.

Fadzil, who is also PAS president, said follow ng the clashes off Jal an
Klang Lama | ast nmonth, the opposition parties felt it was appropriate for
the governnment to tackle the racial problens by setting up an i ndependent
body that could assist and give advice and views on strengthening racial
solidarity which was still weak in Ml aysi a.

Keadi | an deputy president Dr Chandra Mizaffar, who was al so present at
the nmedi a conference, said the four-party opposition coalition would submt
a formal letter on the formation of the MWN to Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri
Dr Mahat hir Mohamad within the next couple of days.

According to the opposition proposal, the MPPN should be established
under the Act of Parlianent and given status and power as a constitutional
conmi ssi on whi ch woul d be i ndependent of executive supervi sion.

The Council's nenbers, who would be responsible directly to Parlianent,
shoul d be appointed by the Yang di - Pertuan Agong.
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