07/ 04/ 2001
Qpposition fails in bid to stop tabling of OPP

Ram an Sai d

THE Third Qutline Perspective Plan (OPP) took centrestage in the Dewan
Rakyat this week, starting with a failed attenpt by the Cpposition on

Tuesday to defer its tabling by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir

Mohamad.

Led by Opposition | eader Datuk Fadzil Noor (Pas-Pendang), they said nore
time was needed to study the plan and obtain feedback.

The tabling shoul d have been done next week as the plan was distributed
to MPs just a day earlier, they argued.

Deputy Speaker Datuk LimSi Cheng denied the request, saying there was
no provision requiring the plan to be distributed early.

Lims ruling did not go down well with the Opposition who took turns to
prevent Dr Mahathir fromstarting his speech.

One after another, their MPs stood to protest, including Kerk Ki mHock
( DAP- Kot a Mel aka), Datuk Dr Hassan Ali (Pas-Parit Buntar), Mhfuz Onmar
(Pas- Pokok Sena), Mhamad Sabu (Pas- Kual a Kedah), Dr Tan Seng G aw ( DAP-
Kepong) and Fong Po Kuan (DAP-Batu Gaj ah).

The commotion, with shouts of duduk and di amtraded between the
Opposition and the backbenchers, lasted for 10 ninutes, the whol e epi sode
telecast |ive by RTM

Sensing that the situation would spin out of control, Limput his foot
down and warned vocal MPs they would evicted if they didn't obey his
ruling.

The Pas and DAP nmenbers finally ran out of steamand Dr Mahathir resuned
hi s speech, which | asted 90 m nut es.

The Opposition had, it seemed, already planned on disrupting the OPP3
tabling. Their MPs held a neeting on Monday to discuss the "options" and
were tight-1lipped when reporters enquired about it.

"Just wait and see ... but make sure you are inside the House if you do
not want to mss the excitenent,” one of themsaid, fuelling speculation
that a wal kout was on the cards.

Expecting a drama to unfold - many renenber the ruckus created by the
Qpposition during the tabling of the 2001 Budget |ast year - all seats at
the Press gallery were taken up.

The wal kout did not materialise, though.

Per haps, the Opposition realised it would do them nore harmthan good
and that a wal kout or boycott woul d backfire and | ed credence to the
notion that the Opposition was only good at creating trouble.

Ironically, though the Opposition argued that they were not given
sufficient tinme to study the plan, their MPs were anong the first to take
part in the debate.

Abdul Rahman Yusof (Keadil an-Kemaman) spent nore than 40 m nutes
delivering his speech.

Dr Tan spent a longer tine. In fact, he was the first to speak when the
pl an was opened for debate.

When his turn canme, the Chair allowed Fadzil 45 minutes with his speech,
with simlar allowance given to Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Wan | snai
(Keadi | an- Per mat ang Pauh) .

(MPs were given 30 mnutes to speak on the first day of debate of the
OPP3. It was later reduced to 20 nminutes, and then 15 due to the large
nunber of MPs wishing to take part.)

However, it was regrettable that nost of the speeches by the Cpposition



MPs were full of criticismof the Governnent, although Dr Tan did
hi ghli ght sone of the plan's salient points.

The backbenchers' performance was al so not without flaws as sone just
repeated the informati on presented in the plan

The Governnent al so extended the sitting on Thursday till 7pmto all ow
MPs a chance to speak on the plan.

Kerk, who had earlier proposed for the extension, nust have been
surprised when the Governnent conplied with his request.

Usual Iy, notions to extend the sitting hours are noved by the
Gover nnent .

On Monday, the House was extended until 8pmto enable Mnistries to
respond to points raised by MPs debating the Royal address.

This had to be done as the next day had been aside for the tabling of
t he OPP3.

Wil e sone Mnistries rushed with their response, the National Unity and
Soci al Devel opnent M nistry ought to be commended for its conprehensive
reply, especially on issues related to the Kanmpung Medan cl ashes.

Parlianentary Secretary Datuk S. Veerasi ngamexplained in full about the
incident, tracing the events which led to the clashes that |eft six dead.

Al t hough badgered by the Opposition, he not only rebutted their
argunents but spiced his answers with advice.

He told the MPs of their role in preventing another Kanpung Medan.

"When you talk at ceramah, avoid twi sting facts which can create
ani nosity anong the people or hatred agai nst the Government. \Wen peopl e
are unhappy, whenever there is a msunderstanding, it can easily turn into
cl ashes.”

He sai d unhappi ness was the cause of the clashes and it was not raci al
in nature as runoured.

Veer asi ngam shoul d al so be comended for his willingness to make way for
MPs seeking clarification, be it fromthe Opposition or backbenchers.

Per haps, his experience as a State Executive Councillor in Perak before
assum ng his current post gave hi mthe confidence.

It is no secret that replying to supplenmentary questions and
clarification posed the biggest challenge to Mnisters, Deputy Mnisters
and Parlianmentary Secretaries.

Responding to the original questions will be a breeze as answers have
been prepared.

The real test is when a supplenentary question comes up. One has to rely
on his know edge and under st andi ng of the subject.

There have been cases when MPs were politely told that the answers to
their queries would be communicated in witing |ater.

Tal ki ng about maki ng way, asking for the right to speak fromthose
hol di ng the fl oor speaks vol une of one's persuasive skill, as denonstrated
by Dat uk Mohd Ali Hassan (BN Tebrau).

Debating the OPP3, Keadil an nenber Abdul Rahnan was engrossed in his
criticismof the Governnent and refused to give way to the backbenchers.

But an undeterred Mohd Ali, seeing that he had something in conmmon with
Abdul Rahman, pleaded: "Samm-sanma tak ada ranbut, kasilah." (Both of us
are bald, surely you can accommbdate ny request.)

Abdul Rahman sportingly gave way as the House roared in | aughter.

Education Mnistry Parlianentary Secretary Datuk Mahadzir Khir was not
so lucky in his attenpt to seek clarification fromFadzil.

The Opposition | eader suggested that since he was fond of asking for
clarification, he should becone a backbencher.

For Dat uk Shahnon Ahmad (Pas- Si k), naking way apparently does not exi st
in his vocabul ary.

Dat uk Mohamad Aziz (BN-Sri Gading) repeatedly tried to intervene during



Shahnon's speech but the Pas MP refused to budge.
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