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BY now, it is quite apparent to some people that efforts to realise the
Umo-Pas Mal ay unity tal ks may be an exercise in futility.

Pas is just not interested, end of discussion.

Umo can come up with all the facts and figures it |likes to prove just
how much the future of the Mal ays, the supremacy of Islamand the well -
bei ng of the nation as a whol e depends on it.

It won't matter.

There is nothing there to entice Pas, no political mleage to be gai ned.

Pas cannot be blamed for thinking so. It is a political party which
nmeanders or accel erates on political mnleage.

What can it gain fromagreeing to attend the tal ks but the probability
of finding comon ground with Umo on the survival of the Malay Mislins
and the position of Islamas the official religion.

A nore pertinent question to be asked is what Pas stands to lose if it
agrees to attend the tal ks.

The bi ggest | oss for Pas woul d be the advantage of thriving in a hostile
envi ronnent .

| magi ne the nation's reaction, especially the Malay Muslins', should
Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad and Dat uk Fadzil Noor come
out fromthe neeting and hold a joint Press conference

Stretch the imagi nation further and see the two | eaders with a comon
stand on defending Mal ay and Bumi putera rights and uphol di ng the sanctity
of Islamas the official religion.

The first reaction, especially fromthose on neither side of the Ml ay
political divide, would be one of gladness with the hope that the gap
between the two can be narrowed.

For Umo menbers and its supporters, such a sight would reduce the sting
of insults and derogatory renmarks Pas has hurled at themover the past
coupl e of years.

For Pas nenbers and supporters, such a sight would reduce their hatred
and anger towards Umo and allow themto accept Umo menbers as fell ow
Musl i ns.

The non- Mal ayswoul d receive the nessage that the Ml ays are cl ear about
what they want.

And know ng what are the sensitivities of the magjority of the popul ation
woul d hel p the non-Malays to bargain for a nore equal society while
ensuri ng peaceful co-existence for all

Scenari os such as these can only spell a less intense political
at nosphere and will definitely reduce the hostile political climte.

Surely, only good can be expected to cone fromthese circunstances.

O herwise it would be like having to live in a power keg of a nation.

But these would not augur well with Pas and especially its ally,
Keadi | an.

The latter's efforts to pronote street denonstrations as frequently as
possi bl e woul d not receive the nunber nor the intensity required to
achi eve its objectives.

For Pas and Keadil an too, such an environnent would negate all their
political efforts since 1998, especially their very successful pronotion
of hatred towards Umo and the Governnent.

In fact, a change in climte now woul d be a spanner in the whole
approach of the political strategy outlined and pursued by Pas and



Keadi | an since the 1999 general el ection.

Prior to the 1999 general election, Pas and Keadil an worked intensely
and exclusively on the Mal ay votes.

They left the DAP to woo the Chinese and | ndian votes.

Pas and Keadil an's canpai gn strategy then, apart fromusing the Datuk
Seri Anwar |brahimissue, was to prove Umo's ineffectiveness.

Mal ay Muslinms had to be convinced that Umo had not defended Ml ay
rights and privil eges effectively.

Mor eover, they had to be convinced that Umo had not been strong in
uphol di ng I sl am

Keadi | an' s canpai gn speeches then, especially in rural Mlay areas, were
| aced with accusations of how Umo had betrayed the struggle to inprove
the Mal ay | ot.

As for Pas, it continuously used the issue of how Umo had al |l owed Mal ay
Musl i ms to abandon their own faith and enbrace other faiths, especially
Christianity.

Sone even went to the extent of accusing Umo of allow ng nore churches
to be built in some parts of the country than nobsques.

These political approaches worked to a certain degree in reducing the
Mal ay support for Unmo as proven in the outconme of the general election

However, the DAP failed to deliver the crucial Chinese votes.

The DAP |l ost a |l ot of ground because the Chinese were unconfotable with
its "unholy" alliance with Pas which they viewed as an extreni st party.

A nunber of non-Mal ays were openly criticised by their Keadil an-
supporting friends for being the reasons behind the failure of the
Qpposition to at | east deny Bari san Nasional a two-thirds majority win.

After the general election, it was obvious that the Cpposition was not
ready to accept the results am cably.

Their efforts to prolong the intensity of political activity in a
hostil e environment persists to this day.

But their strategy then took a different turn

I nstead of focusing heavily on the Mal ays they turned their attention to
t he non-Mal ays, partiularly the Chinese.

The Mal ay-inclined political party Keadil an donned a nmulti-racial cloak

And its efforts have been quite fruitful of |ate.

Its recent success in winning over DAP stalwarts [ ends weight to its
claimof being a nulti-racial entity albeit sinultaneously rendering the
DAP redundant in the | oose Opposition coalition.

Pas too has made an effort to show that beneath its extrem st garb lies
a benign interior in so far as racial and religious tolerance is
concer ned.

Its Perak chapter, for exanple, issued a joint statement jointly with
the DAP and Keadilan that it would allow entertai nnment outlets such as
pubs and karaoke joints to operate in the state if the Qpposition took
power .

I ndeed, it was a maj or about-turn.

In the past it had attacked Umo relentlessly for allowi ng such outlets
to operate in the country.

But the biggest "coup" was the support Pas and Keadil an gave Suqgiu
whose demands obvi ously questioned the special rights of the Mal ays and
Bum puteras and the superior status of Islamas the official religion.

To ensure that the hostile environment prevailed amd their efforts to
secure Chinese support, sone of the Pas and Keadil an | eaders were prepared
to offer thenselves as a buffer should Umo nenbers attenpt to question
Suqgi u over its denmands.

Confident that the majority of the Mal ays backed them they were
prepared to chanpi on the Chi nese "cause" in the event of a head-on



conflict with Umo Ml ays.

Their remarks, apart frominsinuating that Umo Ml ays were out to
destroy the Chinese, were also heavily laced with threats of physica
conflict if need be.

Rermar ks from Pas central committee menber Dr Hatta Ranmli and Keadil an
i nformation chi ef Ruslan Kassi mwhich appeared in sonme Opposition websites
on Feb 1 this year prove just this.

"Let Umo be war ned.

"They woul d have to step over the dead bodies of Alternative Front (the
| oose Opposition coalition) Ml ays before they can harmthe Chinese.

"Also be warned. There are nore Malays in the Alternative Front than
there are in Umo.

"W will stand between Umo and the Chinese," Dr Hatta was quoted as
saying in the Free Anwar Canpai gn and Pas Party websites.

Rusl an was al so quoted there as saying:

"How many Mal ays are there |l eft who still support Umo? Mst Ml ays are
now wi t h Ref ormasi .

"W will forma wall between Umo and the Chinese. As Dr Hatta has said,
if the Umo Mal ays want to kill the Chinese, they would have to kill us
first. They would have to step over our dead bodies to reach the Chinese."

Since these remarks were highlighted, both Dr Hatta and Rusl an have been
quoted in the Ml aysi akini Internet news portal as claimng that their
"over our dead bodies" remarks were made in reaction to reports that Umo
Youth had threatened to burn down the Sel angor Chi nese Assenbly Hall which
housed Suqi u.

Regardl ess of the reasons, the pronotion of the words "kill" and "over
our dead bodi es" is obviously an effort to perpetuate a hostile
environment and to fan enoti ons.

It is also obvious that the remarks were nade to win the hearts of the
Chi nese.

These are clearly the planting of political seeds which are to be reaped
in the next general election.

But such seeds cannot grow in a cal mand peaceful clinate.

They can only germ nate or perhaps sprout slowy in a tense atnosphere.

And for that, Umo and Pas nust not neet |est the heated politica
climate is cool ed.

But Pas and Keadilan too should realise, in their single-n nded wooing
of Chi nese support, that they may have | ost their perspective and not
real i se what they have becone.

For they are now very nuch |like two bald nen fighting for a conb.
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