05/ 05/ 2001

“Set up inter-religious working groups'

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Religious |eaders should consider setting up inter-
religious working groups at various |levels of the community, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d t oday.

The Prime M nister said such groups could work to inprove nutual
under st andi ng by adopting best-practice nodels fromsuccessful experinents
where effective | ocal and national mechani sms had been established for
i nt er-communal conmuni cati on, awareness and acceptance of other beliefs.

"Sensitivity to the beliefs of others nust prevail ... Islamnekes it
clear that we nust accept that others will believe in their own beliefs,
worship in their own way.

"Just as Muslins nust accept rights of others to their own faith, others
too nust accept and respect the rights of Muslins as Muslins," he said
when opening the 11th World Evangel i cal Fell owshi p (VWEF) Assenbly here
t oday.

Al so present were his wife Datuk Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohaned Al
Transport M nister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik, WEF chairnman David Detert
and VEEF international director Rev Dr Jun Vencer.

Representatives fromnore than 80 nations are taking part in the
assenbly which ends on May 10.

Dr Mahathir said religion should unite not only people of the sane
faith, but all of humanity, whether they were of the sane faith or not.

"Rel i gi on shoul d nake people in the East brothers to people in the Wst;
a white man brother to the black man.

"I't should make the believers nmerciful and kind to all human bei ngs,
even if that person subscribes to a different faith."

He said if religious intolerance was allowed to spread unabated, it
woul d spel |l disaster for mankind.

"Qur religions have pronoted human ri ghts thousands of years ago, but it
i s because we have forsaken the teachings of our religion that we now have
to re-discover human rights.”

Dr Mahathir said the younger generation should also be the target of a
consistent effort to protect and preserve religious tol erance.

The other vital role of religion in the post-nodern age, he said, was to
ensure harnmony in society by not know ngly and blatantly sowi ng the seeds
of discord

"W should be careful that we don't propagate religions at the cost of
conflicts and viol ence.”

( END)



	`Set up inter-religious working groups' (NST 05/05/2001)

