10 MAR 2001
Gsu- Rot ati on
OSU DENIES GETTING PM'S NOTE ON CHI EF M Nl STER S ROTATI ON

KOTA KI NABALU, March 10 (Bernama) -- Datuk Osu Sukam today denied talk
that he has already received a letter fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohamad relating to the riddle-ridden Sabah's rotating chief
m ni st er shi p.

"I don't remenber receiving a letter and even if there was one..
definitely not on rotation," he said.

Gsu told reporters this when approached on the matter after |aunching a
Bahasa Mel ayu book "Sunmbangan UKM Dal am Penbangunan Sabah" (Universiti
Kebangsaan Mal aysia's contributions to Sabah's devel opnment) at the Sabah
Foundati on buil di ng here.

Asked whet her Deputy Educati on M nister Datuk Aziz Shamsuddin called on
hi m | ast Thursday, the Chief Mnister said: "People cone...sonme nake
courtesy call, others come to visit, many things transpired at such
nmeeti ngs but nothing about the rotation issue.”

The talk in town was that Aziz brought along and handed over personally
aletter fromthe prinme mnister to Osu that day.

Asked whet her anxiety over the future of the rotating chief
m ni stershi p was bothering himand affecting his daily routine, Osu said:
"Not at all...I carry on doing nmy work as usual.W |eave it to the prine
m nister to decide on the matter we shall abide by whatever decision he
made. "

Dr Mahathir said yesterday the interests of the people of Sabah and the
devel opnent of the state would be the criteria in deciding whether to
retain or discontinue the rotating system

The interests of the ruling Barisan Nasional coalition and its
conmponent parties would also be taken into account, the prinme mnister had
sai d.

Dr Mahathir nooted the systemwhich was |ater adopted in March 1994
after the BN won the state election that year

The uni que system enabl es | eaders of the three main communities in
Sabah -- the Muslim Bum putera, the Chinese and non-Mislim Bum puteras --
to take turn to be at the helmof the governnment for a two-year tenure.

Shoul d the prine mnister decide to retain the system Gsu, who is
Sabah Umo liaison commttee chief and representing the Mislim Bum putera,
has only about a week to go to conplete his tenure.
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