15/ 03/ 2001
OGsu to continue as CMuntil further notice

Joni st on Bangkuai

KOTA Kl NABALU, Wed. - Datuk Osu Sukam whose two-year tenure as Chief

M ni ster ends tonorrow, said today he would continue with his duties as
usual until further instruction fromPrinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad.

"You will have to wait and see,” Osu said after chairing a State Cabi net
meeti ng today.

He was asked on whether the Prime Mnister had informed himto continue
serving as Chief Mnister until a decision was made on the future of the
rotati on system

Csu al so gave a simlar response when asked if the Cabi net neeting today
woul d be his |ast.

Dr Mahathir had recently said that it was not a problemor
unconstitutional for Osu to exceed the two-year term pending a decision on
the rotation.

The rotation systemanong the MuslimBum putera, non-MislimBum putera
(Kadazandusun) and Chi nese was introduced in 1994 after Bari san Nasi onal
took over the State fromParti Bersatu Sabah.

The Prime Mnister had late |last nonth nmet with Osu, who is Sabah Umo
chief, and the heads of all the Sabah-based BN conponent nenbers to get
their views on the rotation.

Dr Mahat hir had asked the respective heads of the Sabah-based BN
conmponent nenbers to submit a witten report to himon the matter.

The Sabah-based BN conponent parties are United Pasok Monmogun
Kadazandusun- Murut Organi sation (Upko), Parti Bersatu Rakyat Sabah (PBRS),
Sabah Progressive Party (Sapp), Liberal Denocratic Party (LDP) and
Angkat an Keadi | an Rakyat (Akar).

Upko and PBRS are Kadazandusun-based parties, while Sapp and LDP are
Chi nese-based parties. Akar is a Kadazandusun-based party but it is headed
by a MuslimMnister inthe Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Pandi kar
Amin Mili a.

Gsu, 52, was sworn in as Sabah's ninth Chief Mnister on March 15, 1999
after the BN won 31 of the 48 State seats in the State el ection.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi had, when
announci ng Osu's appoi ntment as Chief Mnister, said a | eader fromthe
Kadazandusun conmunity woul d replace Osu after he had conpleted his two-
year term

However, there had been calls fromcertain quarters for the systemto be
scrapped on the grounds that it woul d hanper devel opnent.

It was |l earnt that the State BN conponent nenbers are divided with some
agai nst and sone for the rotation to continue.
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