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“Mal aysia will not intervene

Cheah Chor Soo

PUTRAJAYA, Sat. - Malaysia will not intervene in the new y-erupted war in
the southern Philippines nor offer any protection to rebel |eader Nur

M suari, Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad sai d today.

He said Malaysia no longer felt obliged to support Msuari, who is al so
the [ eader of the Mbro National Liberation Front (MNLF), as he had fail ed
to carry out his duties as a responsi bl e | eader

"This is an internal matter of the Philippines and we shoul d not
i ntervene by giving protection to the rebels.

"He had not done much to inprove the wel fare of the Mislim popul ation
after his election as governor.

"Despite receiving profound support fromMalaysia in its previous peace
negoti ations with the Philippines Government, he was prepared to carry out
anot her revolt.

"This goes to show that he is not conplying with the wi shes of the
majority of the population in the southern Philippines,"” Dr Mahathir said
after launching the Wrl dSpace Digital Audi o Broadcasting Service, which
i s provided by Asiaspace Dotcom Sdn Bhd, at his office here.

Phi | i ppi ne President 3 oria Macapagal Arroyo was reported to have spoken
to Dr Mahathir yesterday, requesting the latter's help to end the fresh
revol t.

Dr Mahathir said Malaysia's "one and only" conmitnment in the civil war
woul d be not to allowterrorists fromusing the country as an operationa
base.

"W will uphold our pronmise that we will co-operate with all countries
to halt terrorism"” Dr Mahathir said, noting that Ml aysia woul d not grant
political asylumto M suari

"W had done all that was necessary in the past, including helping him
secure an autonony area, so that he could fulfil his pronise to the people
of the southern Philippines.

"However, after being in power, he was rarely in the southern
Phi | i ppi nes to oversee the devel opnent of the region. Instead, he spent
nost of his tinme abroad or in Manila."

Hundreds of forner rebels |aunched an arned uprising on the southern
i sland of Jolo |ast Tuesday in an apparent attenpt by Msuari, who is also
the MNLF chairman, to derail |ocal elections schedul ed for Nov 26.

Once the | argest separatist group, M\LF signed a peace agreenent with
the Philippine Governnent in 1996, accepting autonony and dropping its bid
for i ndependence.

M suari was subsequently el ected governor of a Muslim autononous region
i n M ndanao.

The peace tal ks were brokered by the O ganisation of |slamc Conference,
in which Malaysia is an active nenber.

Fol | owi ng the arned uprising, Arroyo recently stripped Msuari of his
powers as governor of the southern autononpus region.
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