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"Mokhzani did it to protect his famly'

Farush Khan

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Datuk Mkhzani Mhathir, who stunned business and
political circles by announcing his exit fromthe corporate world
yesterday, did it to defend the famly's honour and integrity.

"The fam |y, particularly the father, has been unfairly accused of
practi sing nepoti smand Mdkhzani cannot bear to see the image of his
father col oured by wong perceptions on his (Mkhzani's) participation in
busi ness," said cl ose associ at es.

O course, they said, the opposition would want himto stay on in
busi ness, as "this is an easy target" to pursue their agenda agai nst so-
cal l ed nepoti smand cronyismw thin Umo and the Governnent.

Mokhzani, they said, feels he has not been spending enough tinme with his
fam |y and that he ought to take a nore active role in Umo Youth, of
whi ch he is the assistant treasurer.

"He firmy believes that the revival of Umo begins with the
strengt heni ng of Umo Youth," one of the associates told the New Straits
Ti mes t oday.

They bel i eve Mokhzani, one of Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s seven children, feels that Umo and the Governnent are now
grappling with the question of perception and that he needs to work hard
to address this.

Anal ysts are also saying that it will be "laughabl e" for anyone to
suggest that he is now being grooned for a major political role.

"Way woul d he want to do that ... the exit is to protect the famly ...
why create nore probl ens?"

Umo's fortunes were given a lift by his decision to | eave the corporate
wor |l d, they said.

"In one stroke, the Opposition arnoury has been dented. Think of the
i nvective caused by the Prine Mnister's sons' participation in business."

Wth Mkhzani out of the way, they said, attention would shift to his
el der brother, Mrzan. who is also in the business world.

"However, Modkhzani has been the one in the news. Little is heard of
Mrzan |ately."

Some of his associates believe that being young, educated and
experienced, he does not regret deciding on the wthdrawal.

Mokhzani is 40 and an engi neer by training. He is chief executive
of ficer of Pantai Hol di ngs Bhd and Tongkah Hol di ngs Bhd. He has 12.6 per
cent direct interest in Tongkah Hol dings and 32.9 per cent in Pantai
Hol di ngs.

Yest erday, Mokhzani said he decided to | eave the corporate world as he
was di sappointed with the allegations by irresponsible groups who
tarni shed his name and that of his father.
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