16/ 09/ 2001

Qur battl e together

THE United States should not act with inperial high-handedness inits
crusade to end terrorismand to punish the states that sponsor terrorists.
The battle against terrorismis not hers alone but the collective task of
the international conmunity.

As pointed out by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad,
terrorismis a crine that has to be dealt with by the whole world and
resolved at its root. Its solution does not lie in demarcating the world
into Islamic countries and non-Islamc countries or dividing it into
friends and foes. Yes, there should be tough action to elimnate terrorism
but this should not be m staken as payback tinme - demandi ng nations to
take sides, prove their loyalty and show absol ute support for a course of
action that is unilaterally American. History has proven that the politics
of payback is a doubl e- edged sword.

Vi ol ence begets viol ence and needl ess bl oodshed, perpetuating rather
than resolving the problem Nor does it illum nate, heal or nake
redenptive struggle possible. Any retaliation based on the erroneous
equation of terrorismwith Islamic tenets and | sl am ¢ phraseol ogy such as
jehad is certainly counter-productive.

It would only bring about a surge of anti-Anericani smand anti -
Westernismto the political forefront; lay the groundwork for isolationism
of the Islamic countries, at a time when engagenent is extrenmely crucial
to fight the nenace of cross-border terrorism entrench the perception
that Muslinms are a besieged lot and thus, fuel militant uprisings; and
i ntensi fy xenophobia on both sides, the Islanmc and non-Islanic countries.

As it is, the prevailing anti-Americanismin Russia has led to
suggestions, particularly within the Council of Foreign and Defence
Policy, that it abandons Nato and establishes an anti-American alliance of
Russi a, China and India or Pakistan - nucl ear powers that could confront
US-led Nato with the support of sonme countries such as Cuba or lraqg. As
renote as it is, this possibility should not be di scounted.

It is unfortunate that Tuesday's attacks has spawned anti-Mislimattacks
inthe US, Australia and United Kingdom W believe this is a result of
the Western liberal discourse that constructs the idea of a rabidly
fundanental Islam- a tangible antagoni st stand that all ows the Wsterners
to subsequently assert their superior liberal qualities over the others.
Despite the fact that the US, Australia and United Ki ngdom nmake al | owances
for multiculturalism the stereotyping of Islamand Asian mnorities
persist. It shows that their multiculturalismis a hollow construct that
di vi des rat her than unites.

The Muslins in the US are Anericans first and forenost; any other form
of identity is irrelevant. It woul d be self-destructive for sonme people in
these countries to turn the Muslins, their very own fellowcitizens, into
hat ed exanples of the terrorists' ideological brethren. By doing so, they
will remain captive to a state of accusation and counter-accusation, of
gri evance and counter-grievance, of victins and victimn sers.

These governnments nust take a hard |ine against the denagogues who
spread prejudices and incite hate crinmes. To be anmbivalent is to grant
these people a noral holiday, one in which their Muslimfellowcitizens
will pay the price.
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