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Qur dancers steals the show

I T was an opening fit for the Gol den Jubilee celebrations of the Pacific
Asi a Travel Association annual conference.

The five-day Pata 2001 conference was officiated by Prime M nister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanmad, but it was the cultural performance that stole
t he show.

The cul tural dance troupe fromlstana Budaya put up a lively performance
of Ml ay, Indian, Chinese and Sarawak dances, enthralling the 1,325
del egates from55 countri es.

Their col ourful costumes dazzled - literally - as they were liberally
decorated with the col our gold, fromthe bunga telur to the headgear.

The del egates, in the Merdeka Hall of the Putra World Trade Centre,
couldn't hide their delight, clapping and cheering al ong.

A del egate said she had never seen such a spectacul ar show.

"The opening has set the nood for the rest of the conference which | am
sure will be as interesting and lively," she said.

Anot her del egate, and first-timer to Mal aysia, said he had often heard
of Mal aysia and was gl ad that he attended the conference.

"It was a colourful show and, | hope, a true depiction of how col ourful
Mal aysi a and her people are," he said, adding that he was | ooking forward
to the post-conference tour to Pul au Redang.

Pat a nenbers represent government tourismbodies, airlines and travel
i ndustry firnms such as hotels, tour conpanies and travel agencies.

In addition to presenting delegates with a prime opportunity to visit
Mal aysi a, the conference of fers a val uabl e educati onal programe and
net wor ki ng opportunities.

This is the third tine Malaysia is hosting the annual Pata conference.
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