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Qut goi ng Datuk Bandar says stint was very fulfilling

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - Qutgoi ng Kual a Lunpur Datuk Bandar Tan Sr
Kamaruzzaman Shariff today described his six-year mayoral stint as one
whi ch was "very fulfilling although stressful at tines".

He was grateful that he had nmanaged to cope with a wide array of
excitement, ranging frompublic attacks on the Gty Hall to the nitty-
gritty reality of adm nistering a | arge pool of staff fromall categories.

"Based on the law, the final decision lies with the mayor. He is the
corporate soul who decides on everything, even to the extent of where a
dust bin shoul d be pl aced.

"I amlike a father taking care of so nmany w ves, children and
grandchil dren. Not everybody is the sane. Each has a different calibre,
attitude and | evel of performance," he said, referring to City Hall's
9, 328- st rong wor kf or ce.

Speaki ng to the New Sunday Ti mes, Kamaruzzanman said "one has to be
hands-on and there are no two ways about it" to be an effective mayor.

"There is no such thing as a protocol mayor. He has to see that the
drains are cl ean, planning approvals are in order, handle the resettl enent
of squatters, overcone fl oodi ng woes and supervi se devel opnent of
construction works to ensure that all worksites are well maintai ned.

"My aimultinmately was to house all hawkers in proper sites because we
cannot have a city where hawkers inpede traffic flow, block pedestrian
paths and trade in a dirty environnent."

Kamar uzzanman, whose term ends on Thursday, will be replaced by Datuk
Mohmad Shai d Mohd Tauf ek.

Penang- born Kamaruzzaman, 60, was the Defence Mnistry's secretary-
general prior to his appointment as Datuk Bandar on Dec 13, 1995.

"As we are a multi-disciplined institution, the Datuk Bandar mnust
possess know edge in drai nage, architecture, engineering, |andscaping and
social work to be on the ball."

Asked to describe his nost nenorabl e noment as Datuk Bandar, he said he
felt truly honoured when Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mbhathir Mhanad
expressed his gratitude for the successful staging of the 1998
Commonweal t h Ganes.

"I amvery happy to see that KL has achi eved bal anced devel opnent and
has a soul. Quality of life has also inproved, not only for the people in
Kenny Hills but for all, including squatters.

"I see the city as a beautiful lady. As she gets ol der we have to add
nmore cosnetics. Certain parts have to be re-devel oped such as the vicinity

of Jalan Chow Kit, Loke Yew, the Pekeliling flats, while areas such as
Ji njang and Kepong have had facelifts."

He al so paid tribute to | ower ranking staff, "including those retired
| abourers who toiled day and night to maintain the cleanliness of the
city".

"We don't see it, but when there are floods and sl udge everywhere, they
clean it to ensure that the city returns to nornmal the next norning.
al ways shake their hands or wave at them™"
( END)
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