01/ 07/ 2001

Qut rage over UMbl aze (HL)

KUALA LUMPUR, Sat. - More angry voices and calls for punitive action were
heard today as nore peopl e expressed outrage over the fire which destroyed
Uni versiti Ml aya's Dewan Tunku Cansel or.

If arson was i ndeed the cause of yesterday's fire, these voi ces demanded
very strong action be taken to deter simlar acts.

Pol i ce began questioning students and others on the canmpus while
Uni versiti Mal aya vi ce-chancel | or Datuk Anuar Zaini Mhd Zain issued a
strong warning to those who night be invol ved.

There would be no "nercy" for staff or students if investigations showed
that they were responsible for the fire, he said. "They will nobst likely
be expel |l ed or sacked," Anuar Zaini said.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad, who will go to the canpus
tomorrow for the closing cerenmony of "Sinposi um Penegasan Arah Tuju
| deal i sne Mahasi swa Di Al af Baru", said he would not be deterred from
goi ng.

Asked if he would attend despite leaflets urging himnot to and flyers
calling the canmpus popul ation to boycott his visit, Dr Mahathir said:

"I will go... the university does not belong to themalone. | also have
a right because if not for our efforts, they will not be able to study
there... so don't think UM bel ongs to them"

Anuar Zai ni warned students, adm nistrative staff and | ecturers of the
university not to get involved in attenpts to prevent Dr Mahathir from
attendi ng the synposi um

Umo Yout h chi ef Datuk H shamuddi n Tun Hussein urged the university's
senate to take full responsibility over the incident.

He said several past incidents in the university, such as the
publication of the Varsiti 2001 nmagazi ne (featuring anti-government
articles) and the wi despread distribution of flyers condeming the
Governnent proved that an anti-governnent student novenent existed in the
uni versity.

"I'f this kind of nenace is not addressed urgently it mght spread in the
campus and ot her students coul d be influenced and possibly roped i nto sone
mlitant activities,” H shammuddin said in a statenent, adding that the
uni versity senate nust take this matter very seriously and investigate the
incident until those responsible were identified.

In Alor Star, Umo Youth information chief Azim Daimjoined Puteri Ummo
in calling for Anuar Zaini's resignation over what he said were "cl ear
weaknesses in the adnministration, nmanagerment and security in the
uni versity"

In a separate statenent, the university said it was too early to draw
any conclusions on the cause of the fire. Its public rel ations head, Wan
Mazni Wbojdy, said the fire was still under investigation. "It is
therefore premature and i nappropriate for any party to draw concl usions on
t he cause of the incident."

The fire early yesterday gutted the building's interior, with damage
estimated at RML2.4 million.

Sone 1, 800 graduation robes and 2,000 nortar boards to be used in next
mont h' s convocati on cerenony were al so destroyed

In Kuala Klawang, Mnister in the Prime Mnister's Departnment Datuk Dr
Rai s Yati msaid he had directed prosecuting officials to liaise with the
police in their investigations.



"I have asked themto |l ook into the police report and act accordingly if
the fire was due to arson.”

He said stern action should be taken agai nst students found to be
involved in politics and that the Universities and University Col |l eges Act
1975 should be reviewed for full enforcenent of the Act to prevent a
recurrence.

Al t hough the CGovernnent banned students fromgetting involved in
politics, sone political parties did not heed the directive and were
actively doing this through cultural, social and religious activities.

I n Kuantan, Pahang Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Adnan Yaakob said students
found involved in mlitant activities should be severely dealt with. He
sai d students shoul d renenber that they went to universities to study and
not take part in wild activities.

He said students sponsored by the Pahang Foundation found involved in
such activities would have their schol arshi ps or study | oans wi t hdrawn
i mredi atel y.

I n 1 poh, National Hi gher Education Fund Board chai rman Dat uk Husn
Hanadzl ah warned all of its loan recipients that their loan facility woul d
be revoked if they were found to be involved in "mlitant" activities. The
warning was the first to be issued by the board.

He said it was to ensure that students did not resort to activities
detrimental to the country, their welfare or the institutions they were
in. Under the agreenent they signed with the NHEF, it was stipul ated that
students nust adhere to regul ati ons, one of which was not to participate
in political organisations, unions or bodies not related to the
uni versity.

"If they are found guilty of any such activity, their loans will be
revoked and they will be required to pay back whatever anount they have
used, including adninistrative cost, within 30 days," he said.
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