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OUTSTANDI NG | SSUES TO BE RESCLVED ON ' WN-WN BASIS, SAYS SYED HAM D

By: Tham Choy Lin

SI NGAPORE, Feb 8 (Bernama) -- Ml aysia's Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri
Syed Hamid Al bar said the resolution of a package of outstanding bil ateral
i ssues with Singapore will be on a "win-win' basis and not at the expense
of one side granting concession to the other.

He said |ike Singapore, Ml aysia was keen to cone to a settlenent of
t he package, as agreed by the | eaders of the two countries, that would
satisfy both parties.

"The desire for settlenent is not one-sided but on both sides. Mlaysia
is equally keen to resolve...we want to achieve mutuality.

"It is not a question of one giving concession to the other. This is
not the way we discussed. Let us focus on the fact that both parties have
agreed that the matters outstandi ng should have a way of finding a
resolution and there nmust be a finality...it cannot remain outstandi ng
forever," he reporters on the second day of Ml aysian Deputy Prine M nister
Dat uk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi 's visit here.

Si ngapor e newspapers headl i ned today that the island-state had extended
a Feb 10 deadline to settle the relocation of the Ml aysi an-owned rail way
station in Tanjung Pagar here.

The rel ocation of the Tanjung Pagar railway station comes under a 1990
Poi nts of Agreenent (PQA) reached between the two countries. But
di fferences have risen over when it cones into effect.

The problemover the railway station was included in a series of
out standi ng i ssues to be resolved as a package agreed between Ml aysi an
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad and his Singaporean
counterpart, Goh Chok Tong, in |late 1998.

Syed Hamid said in keeping with the | eaders' decision, Ml aysia was
| ooking at resolving all the issues as a package and not separately.

"Once the general framework has been agreed, it is not a question of
Si ngapore gi ving concession or Malaysia delaying it. Malaysia is as much
i nterested as Singapore to have all these matters under the bridge," he
added.

Goh told reporters after neeting Abdull ah yesterday, that Singapore
agreed in principle to Malaysia's proposal to shift the Tanjung Pagar
railway station to a new | ocation here, to Kranji instead of Wodl ands or
Bukit Timah as agreed under the PQA

The proposal include linking the Kranji railway station to Malaysia's
sout hern Johor state via an underground rail tunnel.

Syed Hami d said discussions on the package were on track after
Si ngapore Senior Mnister Lee Kuan Yew s visit to Kuala Lunmpur |ast August
during which he nmet Dr Mahathir.

"Things are noving in the right direction. W are already there. If
you' d asked ne | ast year about it or two years ago, | would say | do not
know how we coul d because looking at it (then), we were very far.

"But if you ask me now, | think it's nearer to finding a solution
because there are specifics...we have already identified the areas, so |
woul d not say it would be in linbo," he said.

The package al so includes a crucial new water supply agreenent for
Si ngapore, the pension savings of West Ml aysi ans working in Singapore and
the use of Ml aysian air space by Singapore's air force.

Abdul | ah reiterated yesterday that Ml aysia would continue to supply
water to Singapore and details were being sorted out on pricing vol une.



Si ngapor e depends on Mal aysia for the bulk of its water needs under two
contracts that expire in 2011 and 2061.
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