22/ 01/ 2001

Over 8,000 to attend Graha Umo opening

MALACCA, Sun. - The State Umo expects nore than 8,000 party and Bari san
Nasi onal nmenbers to attend the opening cerenmony of the RML2 million eight-
storey Graha Umo on Jal an Hang Tuah tonorrow.

State Umo executive secretary Hanzah Bajuri said party workers were
gi ving the finishing touches.

Umo president Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad will open the buil ding

Deputy Prinme M nister Datuk Seri Abdul | ah Ahmad Badawi, Chief M nister
Datuk Wra Mohd Ali Rustam and ot her Suprene Council nenbers will also
attend the event.

Hanzah said police are expected to close Jalan Hang Tuah to traffic for
several hours to acconodate the event.

After the opening ceremony, Dr Mahathir will also visit an exhibition on
Umo organi sed by the New Straits Ti nes Sdn Bhd

Hanzah said Mohd Ali would brief Dr Mahathir on the devel opnment of Umo
in Mal acca before the supreme council neeting.

This is the second tinme that an Umo suprene council neeting is being
hel d outside Kuala Lunpur. The first tine was held | ast year in |poh.

Hanzah added that Dr Mahathir woul d al so be neeting State Umo
di visional |eaders after the Suprene Council neeting.

At about 8.40pm the Prime Mnister would arrive at Seri Bendahara where
he will have dinner with 1,500 State Umo | eaders along with party suprene
counci | menbers.

Hanzah said the seating arrangenent for the dinner would al so be
slightly different where an Umo Suprene Council nenber and a State Umo
comm ttee menber woul d be present at every table.

"This is to provide party nenbers a better opportunity of neeting senior
party |l eaders,” he said, adding that Dr Mahat hir and Abdul | ah woul d | eave
for Kuala Lunpur after the dinner.
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