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OXFORD HAS DEFI NED MALAYSI A AS AN | SLAM C STATE, SAYS GERAKAN

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 30 (Bernanm) -- Mal aysia has been defined as a
progressive, nodern, well-governed Islanmc country by the world renowned
Oxford University, CGerakan deputy president Datuk Kerk Choo Ting said
t oday.

He said that in a chapter on Contenporary Islamin the special volune
of the Oxford Encycl opaedi a, Ml aysia had been described as a nodel Islanic
state wi th good governance and practi ces.

"The chapter also mentioned our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir
Mohamad' s nane several times and the chapter is witten in an objective
way," he told a nedia conference at the sideline of the Gerakan del egates
conference here.

Kerk said that PAS definition of an Islamc state was one of a
theocratic Islam st state which consists of a council of ul amas
representing the highest governing party foll owed by other governing
machi neri es.

He said PAS had adopted the formof an Islamc state like that in
Af ghani stan and Iran but such a theocratic Islam st state nust be rejected
by Mal aysi ans.

He said PAS theocratic Islam c concept differs fromthe federa
constitution and should be rejected by Ml aysi ans.

"Al'l Mal aysi ans nmust understand the Islamc state issue and an
effective way to overthrow theocratic Islamis to support the present
I slami c practices by the denocratic governnent," he said.

He said Islamis conprehensive and has many good val ues and non- Musli s
here respect religions and good val ues but only a small group had taken
Islamto the extrenes.

He said the Gerakan woul d organise a briefing and discussion for its

| eaders at all levels on the Islamic state issue and the definition of
I slamon Qct 8, here.
"W will invite Islamc intellectuals to brief our |eaders on the
subj ect,” he said.
Kerk, who is Deputy International Trade and Industry Mnister, said the
party would print booklets on the Islamic state issue in all |anguages to

be distributed to its nmenbers and the rakyat.

Referring to the topic on education, Kerk said the Gerakan supports
nmeritocracy for university intakes, and poor students and those from
schools lacking in facilities should al so be a factor that should be taken
into account.

"The present policy on students' intake nmust be replaced with nerit and
needs, " he said.

On long-termsolutions to produce Mal aysians with tertiary education
he said the Gerakan proposed that students' intake should be increased in
all universities.

"In some countries, up to 60 per cent of the popul ation has tertiary
education while Ml aysia has around 20 per cent," he said.

O her solutions are to build nore public universities, encourage the
setting up of private universities and coll eges and distance | earning
uni versities and open universities.
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