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Wonen journalists “under-represented at top, m ddl e managenent | evel s’

KUALA LUVPUR, Mon. - Wnen journalists are still under-represented at the
top and m ddl e nanagenent | evels in the print nmedia sector, National Unity
and Soci al Devel opment M nister Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man sai d t oday.

She said while nore than 47 per cent of wonen journalists were qualified
academ cal ly, the nunmber holding critical and inportant positions was not
encour agi ng.

"Worren journalists should be equipped with skills and know edge in
managenent, includi ng organising a workforce, so that they can get past
gender constraints," she said, after opening the "Enhancing the Leadership
and Managenent Skills of Whnen Journalists" workshop at Crown Princess
Hot el

Worren constituted 40 per cent of the workforce in the newspaper
i ndustry, which was a huge achi evenent, she added.

Earlier, Siti Zaharah said the key to the advancenent of wonen's
position in society would be their active participation and deci si on-
maki ng in all devel opnent sectors.

She said wonmen journalists could help wonen realise that only when they
participated in the whol e process of planning, decision-making and
resource allocation, could they shape their social environnment and
desti ni es.

Siti Zaharah said Ml aysi a was consi dered nore devel oped anong
devel opi ng nations, and wormen here could claima substantial share in the
current econoni c devel opnent.

This, she added, was made possi ble by their unhindered access to
education, hel ped by a rapidly growi ng econony, and t he conmendabl e
efforts made by the Government and non-governmental organisations, under
the strong | eadership of Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad to
pronote quality through gender sensitive programes.

Siti Zaharah al so comrended the Asian Institute for Devel opnent
Conmruni cati on (Aidcom) for organising the training workshop to provide
worren wi th the appropriate skills required for nore seni or nmanagenent
positions in their organisations.

The three-day training workshop, which started today, is organised by
Ai dcom in collaboration with the United Nati ons Educational, Scientific
and Cul tural Organisation (Unesco).

The wor kshop ains to address the nmjor issues on wonen's rights and
equality in journalismand to enhance the | eadershi p and nmanagenent skills
of wonen journalists.

The workshop - the first of its kind in Malaysia - is part of the fina
phase of a Unesco funded project, "Negotiating the Maze: Changing the
Status Quo of Wonmen Journalists in Ml aysia".

Al so present at the event were Aidcomchairman and the New Straits Tinmes
editorial adviser Datuk Mazl an Nordin and group chief editor of Star
Publ i cati ons Datuk Ng Poh Tip.

Sone 40 participants fromvarious | ocal nedia organisations participated
in the workshop.
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