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Mahat hi r - Fl oods
PM S PROGRAMMVE | N SEI YUN DI SRUPTED BY FLASH FLOODS

By: Abdul Miin Abdul Mijid

SEl YUN, Aug 17 (Bernamm) -- The progranme of Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad' s visit to Seiyun in Yenen's Hadhranout region today was disrupted
by a flash fl ood which bl ocked a portion of the road fromthis city |eading
to Ta' arim

Apparently, it has been raining in parts of Hadhramout sone time before
the arrival of the Yenenia aircraft carrying the Prine Mnister and the
Mal aysi an del egati on from Aden to here.

The drama unfol ded sonme 15 kilonetres fromthe Seiyun Airport as the
convoy headed towards Ta'arim sonme 40 kilonmetres fromthe airport, where
he was supposed to neet with Mal aysi an students at the law faculty of the
Al - Ahgaf University and Hadhranout ul anas at Darul Mustafa

A chaotic scene ensued as Yeneni authorities came to knowtoo late
about the flooded road and consequently had to turn the convoy back to the
Sei yun airport.

At the airport, Dr Mahathir boarded a helicopter to go to the intended
desti nati on acconpani ed by, anong others, Foreign Mnister Datuk Seri Syed
Ham d Al bar, Yeneni Foreign Mnister Dr Abubaker Al -Qrbi and Transport
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik.

The rest of the del egation, including nmenbers of the nedia, had to
contend with visiting an anci ent pal ace whi ch has been turned into a nmuseum
i n downt own Sei yun.

The nen | ater proceeded to a nearby nobsque to perform Friday prayers
after which the del egati on was taken to a nearby hotel where they waited
for Dr Mahathir and for lunch to be served

Dr Mahathir and the Mal aysians are scheduled to fly back to the Yeneni
capital Sana'a later in the day.

Hadhramout is the | argest governorate in Yermen with a popul ation of
nearly 900, 000 peopl e.

Hi story has it that the people of Hadhranout, through their trading
activities, contributed in the spreading of Islamin Asia including
Mal aysi a.

It has | ong been fanous for its nosques, schools and libraries of
Ta'arim citadels and gardens in Seiyun and mudscrapers in Shi bam

The tonbs of Prophet Hud and Prophet Salleh are also found in
Hadhr anout .
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